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PREFACE. 


This paper has not been written with a view to 
prove anything.An attempt has been made therein to put 
together all the available material,which is reliable, 
to make a beunerved history of the Syrian Church in 
Malabar whicn claims as its Founder no less a person 
than the Apostle thomas. 

The difficulty of writing a thesis of this nature 
miles away from the locality need not be pvointed out.The 
writer wishes very much ne had some more.authentic 
information,especially regarding tne present-day conditions, 
the creeds and rites of this church,a subject to which he 
knows he has not done full justice.But lack of access to 
any original material has forced him to be content with 
what little he could glean from the few reliable writers 
on the subject.As he himself is a member of the Anglican 
syrian vhurch,it is hoped that a close acquaintance with ; 
the Jacobite Syrian worship will not be expected of him! 

The writer's thanks are due to the authours of the 
several books which have been freely made use of ,especially 
to Rev.Ittyerah Happen of Travencore whose Prize kssay on 
The Malabar Syrian Church and Community,in Vernacular,has 
been of immense help in making .a connected history of the 


Church in the first part of the sixteenth: century;to that 


“modest friend in the Syrian Seminary at Kottayam ,who mede 


some translations for the writer from the Syriac;and last, 


but not least,to Dr.Kenneth Saunders,who,by his inspiring 
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‘often provocative,criticisms,nas taught him to think and 


<2 work intelligently and constructively. 
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One of the outstanding complaints of. India 
against Christian Missions,is that it is a ruse resorted 
to by the Western nations to flood the Orient with the 
White Race. : 

it seems there are two main reasons for this 
complaint.The fact that political and economic exploiters 
invariably follow the Missionary,seems to suggest,at least 
to those who are suspiciously inclined,that Christianity 
is only a tool in the hands of these nations,which are far 
from leading any Christian life at home.Hindu students also 
who experience series of shocks from the unchristian 
treatments accorded them in these Christian lands,are 
driven to the conclusion that Missionary Enterprise is 
nothing but a clever and self-consolatory excuse to 
exploit other nations.And when it is found that some of the 
so-called Missionaries from the prosperous America are 
out there only to make a living,the intelligent Hindu 
holds that in America there is no such thing as 'failure'; 
tee 2. nan is either a 'Success' or a toreign Mhissionary® 

The Indian's complaint also gains support from 

the undesirable discrimination often betrayed by the 
Missionary Boards ,between equally qualified native 
christians and their White friends.Tnough some of the 
progressive boards realising the situation have decided 


to give equal chance «to qualified natives,sufficient 


encouragement does not seem to have been given to any 
native aspirant #s yet.This,of course,may Be hie to 
‘the scarcity of well-qualified and willing native 
volunteers. Anyhow it is gratifying to note that there 
is the tendency to attract and encourage more and more 
native christians to take up the igideranis of their 
churches. 

There is a ioudrecryrin India also against 
what they call Western Christianity.India certainly does 


not want to be burdened with the heritage of the Western 


theological and eccleciastical controversies.The Missionary 


is undoubtedly mistaken when he tries to implant the 
Occidental form of Christianity in the Orient.If you want 
to share the Light-giving Flame with your brother,you 
seats ws it from your electric bulb , however useful it 
may be for your purposes;you have to go back to the . 
original Candle or Torch that you modified into your 
Incandescent Lamp. 

This original Torch was lit in the Indian s@il 
also in the early days of Christianity,and it has been 
nanded down from generation to generation,though not 
without modifications.1t seems reasonable to suppose 
that this ancient Church,with her long experience in the 
country ,jhaving gone through all the dangers and troubles 
which any new organisation has to go through,is well- 


adapted to the people and conditions of that country. 
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Hence,the Syrian Church may be destined to play a by no - 


means wnimportant part in the great task of christianising 


india and moulding an Indian Church.And if the ilissionary 


Enterprise is one day bound to fall into native hands, 
who better equipped to take up the task than members of 
this ancient church,with their centuries of christian 
culture and background? 

Considering the part the Syrians may be called 
upon to play in evolving for India a suitable Church, 
and the possibilities of the members of that community 
helping: carry the Missionary's burden,it would not be 
amiss for those concerned with the Church's greatest 
enterprise to inquire into the history and conditions 
of the Syrian Church,and find out how and why that 
church and that community of christians were welcomed 
and respected by the heathens until their ‘Christian' 
brethren from across the sea arrived in their midst 
to ‘christianise' them. 

This tan Vhurch in Malabar is an institution 
which has,at all time,attracted the attention of the 
historian,roused the curiosity of the traveller,and 
elicited the wonder and admiration of the antiquarian. 
Sixteenth-century-Europe was startled to hear that in 
an obscure corner of heathen India there existed a 
Christian Church claiming its orgin from the Apostle 
Thomas,and jealously upholding her traditional faith. 


It is not surprising,therefore,that soon several eminent 
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Rei cess and scholars turned their attention to the history 
of this interesting Church.Quite a mass of literature 
on the subject has come into existence. 

tut,either because they had no access to reliable 
authorities and trust-worthy documents,or because they 
did not fully grasp the real meaning and significance 
of certain events,or because they had not sufficient 
Opportunities of making local eae weetons and of 
necoaine acquainted with the people and the Church they 
were writing abaut,it has to be regretted that many of 
them have failed to do full justice to the subject.It 
has therefore been the standing complaint of the Syrian 
Christians that Western scholars invariably have failed 
to bring to the study and exposition of the subject the 
necessary detachment from Bee entias and patriotic bias 
and displayed a want of sympathetic understanding and 
dispassionateness. 

As a result of this grievance,a new book 'The 
Indian Church of St.Thomas'has been published recently 
(1929) ,in vernacular,by a member of the old South syrian 
family .He held the office of Secretary to the Most 
Reverend Mar Joseph Dionysius ,Metrop@litan of Malabar, 
and this position gave him many fecilities for studying 
the literature relating to the origin,vicissitudes, 
tenetgand foreign relations of the Church.This author 
offers some new evidences which are sure to raise up 
‘controversy,and whtth,if found adequate,may shake the 


almost established Apostolate of St,Thomas in N.India. 
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The present writer ,however,nas no desire to 
tread over the smouldering embers of living controversies. 
Nor is he qualified to do so at present.the controversial 
points,it may be said,@*e are mainly two.About the origin 
of the Syrian Church,there seems to be a growing consensus 
of opinion among scholars that the traditional story 
may be right,though sceptics are not wanting still.iut 
about the other point,the nature of the Church before 
the arrival of the Portuguese, opinions are still divergent. 
EKuropean scholars hold that the Church was Nestorian, 
“Boman Catholics try to prove it was Catholic;while, the 
Syrians would like to believe it was first Nestorian and 
then Jacobite.To suspend judgement until better evidences 
turn up seems to be the safer policy,in the circumstances. 

In the next few chapters we proceed to examine 
the available material te the origin,and then to 
trace the history of the Church to -wmodern times.What 
little could be gathered about the present day life of the 


Church’ has been appended in the last chapter. 
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Chapter.c. 
THE TORCH THAT THOMAS LIT? 


Historians generally admit that,from very early 
eas, there existed a community of christians on the remote 
shores of Southern India.Eusebius,the Father of Church 
History,speaks of christians in India in 190 A.D.Speaking 
about Pantaenus,he says"he displayed such zeal for the 


divine Word,that he was appointed as 3 herald of the 

Gospel of Christ to the nations in the Bast,and was sent ~ 

ea far 36 indie... ..1t 16 reported that among persons 

Peete who knew of Christ,he found the Gospel according 

to ee en wetee had anticipated his own arrival.for 

Bartholomew, ne of the Apostles,had preached to them,and 

Left with them the writing of Matthew in the Hebrew 

language ,which they had preserved till that time" .+ 
Jerome says 2 "Pantaenus,a philosopher of the 


stoic school,was on account of his great reputation 


for learning sent by Demetrius, Bishop ot Alexandria, to 


India,to preach Christ to the Brahmans and philosophers 


. 


there.” 
At the Gouncil of Nicea,among the bishops present, 


there was one John,the Persian,who presided over the 
as a 5 ‘| Y 2 bw 1 i %) 
“Qhurches of the waole of Persia and Great. India". 
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1. fusebius.Eccleciastical History .Bk.5<Ch.10. 
2 Letter 'To Magnus an orator of Rome ' 
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers.Vol.6.ppo.150. 
3.The Apostle Thomas in S.India.Farquhar.pp.2c4. 
Bulletin of John Rylands fabrary. Voi... ho... 
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The most definite historical evidence we have 
is. the witness of Cosmos Indicopleustes,whS visited India 
in 922 A.D.He has referred distinctly to a christian 
community in Male(Malabar) “where the pepper grows".7° 

It used to be argued that the Indi& mentioned by 
tusebius,Jerome and bishop John at-.Nicea,was not tne 
India proper.But this doubt has been clearei up recently. 
the fact that Jerome mentions India's exclusive product, 


the Brahnman,indicates that the country that Pantaenus ° 


visited was India,and not Parthia or Afghanistan. tihe 


‘words ‘great India' from the lips of the Persian bishop 


John,also points to the whole vast country beyond the 


‘river Indus,on the EHast,because a large piece of territory 


* . 


on the west of the river,was,in, tose days,frequently 
called India,too.Thus far we can show only that christians 
existed in India from 190 A.D.onwards,and in South India 
from $22 A.D. 

The question of their origin ,however,has occasioned 
wide differences of opinion.Some authors have asserted 
that the christian community was planted in South India 
towards the later half of the fourth century by a Syrian 
merchant ,Thomas of Cana;others hold that christianity was. 
first preached in these parts in the fifth century by 
Nestorian missionaries;from Persia;while a third class of 


writers account for their origin by attributing it to the ° 


evangelistic efforts of the Apostle Thomas. 


1.Sir Henry Yule's Edition of "Cathay and the Way hither 
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First let us see what the early writers thought 
about the origin of these christians. 

We have already seen how Pantaenus siw a Gospel 
according’ to Matthew in Hebrew with them and how he was 
told that they were converted by Soe eee 

Bishop Dorotheas (254 A.D.)has written that 
St.Thomas was martyred in 'Kalamina,an indian town'?, 

Bishop Hippolitus 4220 A.D.}salso refers to 
Kalamina as an Indian town,the deatn-place of St.Thomas”. 

Mar Epnraem,who died in 375 A.D.,has referred 
in his hymns,to the rémains of the Apostle thomas removed 
to Eddessa,as an ‘invaluable treasure'.He hasoalso referred 
to the dark sunburnt colour of the Apostle,wnich points 


to his South indian Apostoiate.~ ¥ 

Between 570.and 580 A.D.,Theodore,an Indian 
Uhnristian,after visiting the scene of: the martyrdom of 
Peake ancke to Bishop Gregory of Tours about the removal 
of the Apostolic remains to BKdéssa,and said it was raining 
heavily on the day.This also seems to indicate south 


India,as the date fixed by all for the event coinciées 


2 


« e 5 
with the dates of the south west monsoon . 


ts A ee ae nS 
1.Cave's Historia Literaria.pp 107,108,quoted by Phillip 
in the indian Churehn of St.Thomas. ppsd. 
2.De Duo decimum Apostolis,iid, #abr.Appendix poso. 
guoted by Lbid,ppsd. = 
% Indian Ghurcn of St,Thomas.Phillip.pp.5%. 
4.Apostle Thomas in South India.Farquhar .pp2ee2. 
§ Indian Chuech of St. Thdmas Phillip.ppdsg. 
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Another early record we have i thetActs of 
Judas. Lhomas',an Hdessene story,the date of which lies 
somewhere around 200 A.DtA. briei summary of this story, 
the original of which was in Syriac” ,may be given here. 

King Gondophares wanted a skilled arcnitect 
to build a palace.iie therefore sent his messenger Habban 
to Jerusalem,where Jesus appeared to him and sold him 
St.Thomas the Apostle.Tnomas sailed with Habban and on 
their way reacned a town sailed Sandrak,where they took 
part in the marriage festivities of the king's daugater. 
from there they proceeded to the court of king Gondophares 
and reported themselves.When the king acquainted him with 
the project,Thomas said he would build the palace within 
six months,though .it was the rainy season.but all the 
money that was given him for the purpose,he spent among 
the poor.At this Gondophares grew angry and cast him into 
prison.Meanwnile the king's brother Gad died and went to- 
heaven where he found a magnificent palace that Thomas had 
built-.for the king.With a desire to buy it from him,Gad 
returned to the king. who was extremely glad to hear about 
it.fhomas was then set free and the king himself later 
became christian.From here thomas went to another kingdom ~ 
where he preached and made many converts,but was finally 
pat to death by order of the king. 
1.the Apostle Thomas in S.India.Farquhar.pp23. 


2.Early Christianity Vutside the Roman Empire.s».0.Burkitt. 
pp.75. 
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Until recently this story was regarded as 
quite unhistorical.But Poierapcy by means of the recently 
unearthed Takt-i-bahSi inscription near reshdwar,and 
Numismatics by means of numerous coins found in Nogth- 
West India,hnave afforded strong evidence of the existence 
of an Iindo-Parthian King Gondophares,to whose court 
St.Thomas is said to have come,in the Acts.‘thus it is 
believed now that there might be some historical basis 
for the itdessene story. 

Leaving these early references,we mow turn to 
south India where,the people claim ot.lhomas preached. 

The tradition preserved by the Syrian Church 
in Malabar is as follows: 

In the year 52 A.v. tne Apostle thomas arrived 
in Muziris (present Cranganore) by the sea,from the island 
of Socotra.As a result of his intensive preaching there, 
he made ana converts,organised seven churches ,namely, 
palar,Cranganore, Partr,vokkamangalam,chayal,Niranam and 
Wuilon,and also ordained two presbyters.After thus sowing 
the seed of christianity in Malabar,ihe Apostle moved 
eastwards and preacned with success,converting the king 
and a considerable nahas of people.Then he went to 
Malacha ,China and other countries to spread the Gospel. 
L.imperial Gazeteer of India,Vol.1l.pp 5,56.0xford.1907. 


2.Dr.Medlycott,'India and the Apostle Thomas’, 
London,1905. 
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On his return from China,he was persecuted by Brahmans 


at a place called Mylapur,on the east coast,where one 
of them pierced him with a lance.Thus he won a martyr's 
Grown in the year -72.A.D. 

This is the common tradition,though the date 
ot Dis arrival is sometimes, given as 50. or 51 A.D. and 
sometimes the island of Socotra is not mentioned. 

Mr.T.K.Joseph,one of the South Indian antiquerians, 
has recently brought to light some interesting facts 
regarding an old legend. 

"An anonymous Portuguese MS.(Sloane MS.2746 A, 
british Museum) by a Missionary,who in or after 1676 A.D., 
was living at the CarmelXite church in Anjicaimal(ie,the 
moder Ernakulam) says (folio 10 r ) that the very Hindus 
affirmed that there was an image of Our Lady in the 
Pagoda calted Tir Corunfa,belonging to the king of upper 
Cranganore.The Rpv.Fr.H.Hosten S.J. suggests that the 
author of the MS.is Fr Mathew of St. Joseph ,who helped 
Van Rheede on his Hortus Malabaricus,(Amsterdam.12 Vols, 
1676-1693) .The Missionary's Tir Corunfa is Tirrukkurumpa 
(Sanskrit ,Srée Kurumpa) ie,goddess Kali of Cranganore in 
Gochin.We know that some of the early Portuguese went into 
a Hindu temple and worshipped the goddess there,mistaking 


rer fon St..Mary.."2. 


1.Indian Church of St.Thomas.pp.13.Also Apostle Thomas 
in S.India,Farquhar,pp.5. 
2.indian Antiquary September 1929. 
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A palm-leaf Ree r eat in Malayalam,about 150 years 
old,has the following legend connecting St.Thomas and the 
goddess Kali of Cranganore,the Sréé Kurumpa. 

translation. 

It is said that St,Thomas the Apostle did not come 
to Malayalam country,that he came ‘only to Naégapattanam 
(Nagapatim).,and that some who believed after ,=his preaching 
there came to Malayalam country and propagated The Way 
(Christianity) .Contrary to that 1 believe for certain that 
the Apostle himself came( to Minhas p pusecked and baptized. 
For 1 give one evidence.When the Apostle came as far as 
Cranganore,a Pulaya (low-caste) woman,decked ‘in many gold 
ornaments,came in front of him with beguiling words,after 
the manner of women,in order to hinder the Apostle's 
journey .He got angry and cursed this woman saa his 
power commanded "sit down Kurumpa".sSo in consequence of 
that curse she was turned into a stone image.That image 
is to this day placed in the Cranganore temple. 

If the words which the Malayalis (ie,Nairs) say 
about this matter are taken into consideration (those 
are will turn out to be an evidence.That is,they say, 
that the Cranganore territory was in olden times a heath, 
that it lay uninhabited,and that there was a path through 
it.Before people inhabited it,a Paradéshi (foreigner) 
came there,and along with him came also Kurumpa , their 
goddess(They say alsd) that he went away after setting her 
up where the temple now stands;and emcee net thts ig the 
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After this spectacle the Apostle returned hither. 


Thereupon at sunset a Nair passing that way with an umbrella 
and seeing a women sitting there,made advances and went 
to her.She then requested him to get a house built for her 
by himself .So he tried to take her to his house,but bBhe did 
not agree.He therefore went away after giving her the 
umbrélla that was in his hand so that the dew may not affect 
her.te came the next morning,caused the:necessary things to 
be brought,built a house and gave it to her.He then asked 
her who she was and where she came from.'You will soon have 
Pie fan to know that' she replied,but did not say definitely 
wno she was or how she had come -here. 

Sols. obs your lusted after her on account of her 
beauty,and without departing from there,lived with her 
many days,thimking of consorting with her.This Nair was 
surprised because all these days she did neither eat nor 
drink,and he began to make it public.Consequently several 
people came and crowded every day to see her.While all 
stood gazing she turned into a stone image.Then one of those 
assembled began to dance and said'l started from Ayodhya, 
. and am come to save the people living in the Malayalam 
country from the troubles falling upon them'' Will you not 
recieve me?'she asked.Then all together agreed to recieve 


her as their protectresssand made a temple (for her) there. 


fo this day they have been worshipping her. 
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And this Nair who gave the umbrella finally became 


the ruler of or uearere ie is usually called the Nair of 
Kotakkad(umbrella forest) .After the lapse of many years 
in this manner he died without a successor.Then the 
Swartipam (dynasty) of Badin ot ted, eprone from the 
Swarupam of Ayirur,was given that kingdom.So to this day 
aman has to go there (to the temple) as the Nair of 
Kotakkad, with a long-handled umbrella held over him (by 
another) ,when the festival of the pagans is celebrated 
at the Cranganore temple. 

Although the words of these infidels(Hindus) are 
false,we can lay them all ote and conclude by means of 
our(not including the resders) reason and the knowledge ~ 
we have,that as the Nasradnis(syrian Christians)say, that 
St.Thomas the Apostle came into the Malayalam country, 
preached ,built churches and wrought many miracles for making 
The Way known. 

| Considering this (one can see that)it is by the power 
of mi cactes that Christian religion came into being\in 
Malabar).Therefore it must be believed as certain that just 
as Our Lord Jesus,the Messian, propogated the Margam( Way) . 
by working many signs and wonders,ie gave that Bower to his 
disciples also and they preached in all the world". 


(Translation ends) .7° 


isthip.is Mr.T .K.Joseph's 'ranslation.Refer Indian 
Antiquary ,September 1929, 
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We do not know who the author of this vernacular MS. 
is,neither do we dare to say how far the St.Thomas-Aurumpa 
legend can be taken as evidence for the South Indian 
Apostolate of St.Thomas. 

Of more interest to us is the local evidence from 
the customs and names of the people who pride themselves 
on having been converted by the Apostle. 

| Ofsthe seven churches said to have been founded 
by the Apostle,six are still extant,while the seventh, 
Ghayal,is in ruins.Of the two families which as tradition 
testifies ,were eee to eccleciastical dignity by the 
Apostle,one Sankoorikal (corrupted form Sankara purakal ) 
seme still to exist,wnile the other, Pakalémattam, ceased 
to exist only. in the last century.Besides these, there are 
still > few families which claim,as the result of a 
special favour promised by the Apostle,to have had priests 
without intermission from the time of the ..postle until 
the present day.Such priests call themselves the Sixtietna 
or sixty-sixth or so from the Apostle ,according to the 
order of their succession from him.Josepn Ponjikaran,a 
Roman Catholic author on the subject ,says "T came across 
a very old manuscript history in malayalam verse on the 
Lite and labours of St.Thomas in South India. Therein it 
was declared that it was the epitome of a very ancient and 
original work written by Maliekal Thomas,a Syrian Priest, 
who was the third in succession from St.Thomas,and that 


the abridgement was made by another Thomas,the father of a 


18. 


priest of the same family who was the Forty-eightkh in 
descent from the AGostleMas 

Chowghat is an important place-name connected 
with the labours of the Apostle.The original name of this 
place was Palayoor”.The common tradition of Malabar 
associates the change of name with a miracle’ .The common 
belief is that several Nambidhiris (high caste Brahmins) 
embraced christianity,and their temple was consecrated 
for christian worship.As a result,they threw away most 
of their idols.Some of these are preserved in remembrance 
of the event;these and those thrown away could be seen in 
the tanks 211 around the locality even today. 

A namber of Numbudhiris,who refused to change their 
religion,left that place which now considered polluted. 
One writer says * that he is “informed that in the Nagara © 
Grantha Variola of the family of the Kalathum Nambudhiri 
in British Malabar the following is written: 'Kali year 
3153,(52 wes the foreigner Thomas Sanyasi came to=ouZr 
gramom) preached wt cncaiae thereby pollution.We therefore 
came away from that gramom!(Paleydor).This,I am told was 
reported by a member of that family .i ae not see the 
original ,niether could eer a copy of at." 

L.the eer tan Gearon in Malabar. Panjikaran. ppd.’ 
2.Kerala Ulpathy (Orgin of Kerala). 
3.See Appendix A. 


4.Panjikaran.Syrian Church in Malabar.ppo. 
5. Aakers osrrlarw 
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Anyhow these Nambudhiris who left, cursed the 


landpcalling it Chdpakkad,the cursed forest.the place has 
ever since Peteimed the name though slightly corrupted 
into Chavakkad, and anglicised into Chowghat. 

This tradition concerning the name of Chowghat 
and the conversion of Nambudhiris,gains confirmation from 
the following facts.Strict and orthodox Nambudhiris StLLE 
consider the place as cursed,and for that reason, they 
would not even use Pansupari? when they come there.Drinking 
water from that locality is abominable to them.Also an 
appreciable Nambudhiri element in customs and general 
appearence is a noticeable feature of the Syrian.christians. 
especially of those parts.This is corroborated by Mr.Nagam 
Iyah,a Brahmin archeologist ,who says. There is no doubt 
as to the tradition that St.Thomas came to malabar,and 
converted a few families of Nambudhiris.¥For,in consonance 
with this long-standing traditional belief in the minds 
of the peopke of the Apostle's mission and labours among 
high-caste Hindus ,we have it before us today the fact 
that certain Syrian Christian women,particularly of a 
Désom called Kunnamkulam,wear clothes as Nambudhiri 


women do,move about screening themselves with huge 


pase 

1.Betel leaves,cocoanut and spices,for chewing. 

2.Travencore State Menual.Vol 2.ppl22-1235. 
Trivandrum.1906. 
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umbrellas from the gaze of profane eyes as those women 
do,and will not marry,except perhaps in exceptional cases, 
and that only recently,but from among dignified families 
of similar aristrocratic descent". 

And lastly,a number of Christian churches there, 
exhibit the peculiar architecture of Hindu pagodas.This 
fact was very puzzling to the Portuguese.Rev.Hough for 
instance says that Father Vincent de Lagos "was displeased 
at the sight of- the christian churches so closely resembling 
the heathen pagodas"+, 

This tradition hae St.Thomas concerned himself 
with the conversion of Nambudhiris)finas further support 
in some of the customs that are still observed by the 
Syrian Christians in spite of the merciless holocaust of 
a great number of such customs at the Synod of Diamper. 
Corresponding to the ‘Ath erewtnMer the Nambudhiris, the 
father of every Syrian Christian child,thirty-six hours 
after its birth,mixes a little honey,ghee and gold,and puts 
it into the mouth of the babe;six months later,the father 
places the infant on his’ lap and feeds it with rice for 
the first time.This corresponds to the ‘Annaprasanam' 
ceremony of the Nambudhiris.Again,the barber is an 
indispensable person in all marriages of both the Syrians 


and the Nambudhiris.The 'Pulakuli'ceremony is invariably 


1.Christianity in India.Vol.1.pp246.London,1859. 
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celebrated on the tenth and eleventh day after death.This 
is in strict accordance with the customs of the Nambudhiris 
for other sects of Hindus celebrate tnis ceremony on the 
fifteenth and sixteenth days.Meat of every kind is rigidly 
forbidden for this feast,and the prohibition is very 
strictly obeyed,and some conservative families use neither 
meat nor fish till the year has fully run its course,and 

a, ceremony ,corresponding to the ‘Andoosradham' of the 
‘Nambudhiris,is performed. 

It may be also pointed out that in Palur, 
Kunnamkulam and neighbouring places,there are still several 
christian families,with the same name as those of some 
Nambudhiri families,in the neighbourhood and at a distance. 
Anyone who is familiar with the importance the aristocratic 
Indians attach to their family names,would easily see that 
this is due to the refusal of both the branches, the 
christian-converts and the non-converts,to sen their 
hereditary title.There are also several Christian and 
Nambudhiri families of the same name at different localities 
who béth claim that their original home was ‘talur(Pfalayoor). 

From these observations on the resemblances in the 
Customs ,sSimilarities in names and other things,let us now 
turn to some of the authorities who have written on the 
subject,and see how the geestion stands at present. 
~ Catholic writers generally admit the Indian Aposto- 


late of 5t.Thomas.Among others opinions differ. 
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Among those who uphold the tradition is Asseman, 


who is convinced that all the religious literature in 
Greek,Latin,and Syriac; bear bears testimony to tne 
Indian Apostolate of Thomas .+.Bishop Heber says there is 
nod reason for any doubt on this question as there are 
plenty of evidences to show that the apostle preached 
the Gospel in india and was martyred in south India.’ 
Dr.buchanan entertained a decided opinion that “we have 
as good authority for believing that the Apostle Thomas 
died in india as that the Apostle Peter died at kome"®, 
Kev,Whitenouse says that St.Thomas was the Apostle of 
India,and requests writers not to summarily dismiss the 
tradition because one or two scholars doubt its trath 
vr .Neale,an expert in ‘eccleciastical archeology' draws 
evidence from the liturgy of the Syrian Church to prove 
its orgin from St.Thoma’.Rey.D'Orsey ,after examining 
all Portuguese writings,is inclined to the view that the 


tradition which has always prevailed in Malabar denotes 


a real fact.°.And recently Dr.#arquhar has minutely 


examined the case and concluded that "thirty years ago the 


1.Dissert de Syro-Nesto Tianis.lom. Z.pp4sd a, quoted by 


the author of the Indian Church of St. Thome oese). 
2.Madras Journal of Literature and Science.Vol3.ppele. 
3.Christian Researches,Buchanan.pp 188. 
4.,Lingerings of Light in a Bark Land.pp26. 
§.Syrian Church in Malabar.Panjikaran.pps. 
6.Portuguese Discoveries ,Dependencies, and Missions. pp62 
London 1893.Quoted by Panjikaran in 5. 


ey See seeks: yeromaA 
me Srptsiat ¢ anommelar sia Ee Jedd bevaltace ef oAe 
| tterd 4 Oe b1ye aa 
1aMoNE ig stalesunoges wetiad 
| mdcvesvp- ebad no tdvot vis pay Rares: 
earl SiseGns sho Sant-wone’ as esonehive to easly. 


Ane! Hicgse ai-dstytaee saw bas-setbat ni Jeageou sat 
el ot aes re 


we sa t28e Hoiiiee -bebies& 's bentelsstas-nenadsai 7 


emogi aftetsA seis calit gniveilead tot Yirosins. becg as 
iGitct te leith teied sitsagd ede it 26 eifai' at beth 
Mp eideoek at? ow eameeh. fe tans ayes senodedra¥) vet 


ee ey Shitaenee ee ton: S2ee ite etasupss fad einet 
patess Sii tdve> eieiotes ond Te sna saunosd: Hors thas | 
Re fgolostions’ tent). aeiooa® at teqxe née Lasts tu 
Pio 3 Gee nite alive erat ke Vetus il sit’ Mott eonshive 
gaidines cS Taste yscNe’ , vas. Geonont, &e mo xs “igre adi - 
as dans Wel¥ #3 oj beniioné ob esas itw sabngutiet Sis | 
ones Ssdpics ak fsiieveta ‘tyanto ead foldw mod eet oa 
i... Sari TeHiot at. 2 vituscet aa.” toet Inet © 
ia Stade Wains* fond vebutoney bas 9Reo sit bentoate 


eats cE E TEPER O TE Bh Fiseaid, £ 


iasibad $e) to tadi ve sag 


atod Sredht ta feriiek sorbet 
tse a¢ «Sense Wi, ssilotesaeh nsiia fis & 
ae Bited Sia & ia SaaS te egnivogntd, * . 
: a4; Rares if tis. ‘tas sigk ae dorado aslryé. c, 
Fs au: anole uk fae asi Eanietney ot), ota sveesie: Rd cies 
Bogt navexitadl yd bes one eeeek: 


© ee = ae | 7 . “iach 


Qo 


balance of the probability stood absolutely against the 
atory of the Apostolate of Thomas in Indiaj;We suggest 
that today the balance of probability is distinctly on 
the side of historicity"? , | 

Many scholars have questioned the truth of the 


tradition and asserted that St.Thomas did not visit 


India.“Basnage-was_the:-first.to.deny: the coming of 


f 


St.Thomas into India.La Croze,Tillemont and Trigeut 
followed him in this plaid, Sone modern historians 
Rev.Hough stands pre-eminent,and has made an almost 
classical attempt to disprove the evidence for the 
tradition by giving-a different location to places 

said to be in India,and = having recourse to conjectures 
to explain away difficulties standing in the way of 

his theory.Milne Rae,Mateer,and Logan have largely 

drawn from the arguments of Hough without adding much 
original matter to his masterly exposition".©° 

In the latest book on the subject,the syrian” 


author argues that there is as much evidence to show 


that Gondophares of the ‘Acts' was a South Indian king 


as to suggest that he was Indo-Parthian. 

| He mentions an old farce of the Syrian Cnristians 
depicting the acts of the Apostle Thomas .In this ,a 
Cheraman Perumal of the Chola Kingdom takes the place of 


Gondophares.It is he who sends Habban-It is well-known 


1.fhe Apostle Thomas in South India.pp.s2. 


2.Syrian Church in Malabar. Panjikaran.pp’. 
3.indian Church of St.Thomas.E.M.Phillip 
Kottayam.1929. 


Si0iee Sis 


LS Se ee ee alae Tg iis ttovts Pcs 1 
Sates on. LT SSD oa teas HAULISee6s BAS Hoke Ppeis . 


4 ov cy e oF % aes 
iti Aswrsyshesssibal.- “ag 


ince 2 > vis ce 4 e we ie ~ ~~ ao ? se yea yy, ; —- 
bie VOOHS LIT. Seed aus slhbal ofat: aenodl; 2 


: = + wee aoe & re ‘ i. — 2 on hy fF 7 
pemeisONeis. nrebos yams aoinigd eind ai min tewollor--. . ae 


baie , FAA Sas eq abrata tauokt., van > 


Pos ude “os 


£0 SW 


WeSptel sya oxgowl bre -~tseadat osh ani ol.vtoant ein 


Ore Surins sioasiv pyyoh 1d efasmeaAta sis mot? newer 


1‘ : 
‘oitiecdad viisicen aid ov tedden Lentagrie 


MOLITYO- Of), SUS (Cue say od, 2000 Faelsel aad od 


5 
* te i E hy ey ss us ca ae a Cee - 
WeAS CF 2 Vie oi F2 Bw a ro fs ? ZTSiis E Shi “3B T wee Loins WE fe. 


obneow g2a7 


* 


as 


eo Teng 


Seaeettil ASltyC sd) 5 sonsi pid me sagidnem oH K 


moa oe bee OL. cemonl $13 agq8 og te atoe sas ghiy sigs, a 


« o ; 


PRvgiq oid. gatas’ sohsn in S£08h AES 30 Lemurs aamisrsud 


wi SF-aacask 


Oe ee eR a tet oe ony ey ee res rar 


ee @e. Siri floc of sanont 
¥oq. Metal sek. Sci sk ot ganas ART 
GE Liga Mk ahmONT 38. 6 Ao wg “she EBe 

, S8ehareyedio3 > Aiea 


24 


that Perumals were kings in South India.Moreover,the 
Bdessene story itself points to South India more than 
any other part of the world as its scene. 

In the original Syriact form of this story, the 
place where St.Thomas and Habhan stopped first on their 
travels ,is Sandr6ékh Mahdosa(meaning city of Sandrékh) .This 
word Sandrdkh is the Sanskrit form of the vernacular 
name of Creanganore .Sandrédkh,in Sanskrit. means the'abode 


of Chandra or the Moon'.According to Hindu mythology, 
Chandra is the head-gear of Siva.Siva has also several 


other names indicating that he is Chandra's abode.Names 
such as Chandra-chidan,Chandra-sékhsran,allmeaning the 
same thing.Sandrokha is only another synonym for Sive. 
‘Sandrékn Mahodsa means ‘the great city of Siva'.Now, 
Kodungallir {Bnglish ,Cranganore) is a corrupt form of 
Kédalingur.Kodalinga also means Siva ,and -Ur means ‘place’. 
Thus the meaning of Kodalingur or Cranganore is ‘thé 
place or city of Siva' the Sansxrit form of which was 
Chandrokh Mahosa ,later Sandrokn Mahosa.In Greek it became 
(A) 
Sandropolisa and in English Anthropolis! 

The name of the king was Gudnapnar in Syriac,not 
Gondophares.The Tamil king of Mylapur was called Kandappa 
Raja.“So it is suggested that Gidnapahar of the ‘Acts! 

F 


might have been this tamil king: 

a 
1.Early Christianity .Burkitt.ppic 

2.S,india Christian repositary for 1837.Vol.1.pp263-266. 
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The name Habban also seems to have been a South 


Indian name.The Telegu people around Madras were skilled 
sailors in the ancient timest;and the name Happan is very 
common among them. 

With these and a few other such arguments the 
Syrian author tries to show that the Kdessene story need 
not necéssarily point to North India or Indo-farthia as 
its. scené. 

However we can only await further definite 
historical evidence to make a decision one way or the 
other,in favour of Gondophares or Kandappa Keja.Meantime, 
let us examine two objections that several seeptics 
have made to the tradition. 

It is now generally admitted that the Indo- 
Parthian king Gondophares who ruled over the extensive 
kingdoms of Afghanistan ,Kandahar ,Seistan and Northern and 
Southern Punjab lived before 50 A.D.Professor Percy 
Gardner says that some of the coins of Gomdophares "would 
seem to have been struck not later than the middle of the 
first century"“,and Mr.Vincent Smith admits that " all 


indications of his date taken together show that he must 


have reigned in the first half of the first century"®, 


1.The Indian Engeneering September 5.1¢695. 

2.Dr.Medlycott,India and the Apostle Thomas.po7. 

3.Journal of the Royal Asiatic sett Ba Bengal. 
January .1903. 
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Dr.Farquhar has shown that there is some 


reason to believe that the Apostle Thomas sailed from 
Alexandria with Habban,and reached Taxila probably about 


£o%eris9 hope 


From there it is quite probable that he 
went to South India.In the 'Acts' also it is said that 
Thomas left the court of Gondophares and vent to another 
kingdom where he met with his death.Why he should go to 


South India,and how he would arrive there in 52 A.D.and 


a few such minor details have been carefully worked out 
by Or Parque: Mine found reasonable.” The Kushan war which 
took place at some date near 50 A.D.,made it impossible 
for Thomas to continue his preaching in the Scytho- 
Parthian kmpire.Habban who was a merchant and knew the 
South Indian trading=cities,and perhaps had friends there, 
advised his friend to move YSouthn.As he could not get a 
direct ship to South India from the mouth of the Indus, 
because of the war,he took an Alexandrian ship ready ta 
sail to Egypt,as it would call at Socotra fou cargo ,from 
where he could sail to Muziris.He started from fhe Indus 
mouth in December 51 A.D,stayed three months in Socotra 
waiting for the Alexandrian ships going to South India 
which would come only at the Monsoon time in June,and then 
went to Muziris which he reached in 52 A.D.Thus Farquhar 


shows the tradition need not be wrong. 


1.Apostle Thomas in North fa vera Rylands Library 
bulletin January 192%. 
2.Apostle Thomas in South India,John Rylands Library 


Pulletin January 1999 
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The place of martyrdom of Thomas has been 
referred to in early writings as Kalamina and historbans 
have been at great pains to identify this name with some 
town 2m india.They have left no map unsearched to find 
out Kalamina,and have made many ingenious conjectures. 
Even Dr.Medlycott,an authority on St.Thomas ,makes an 
elaborate and very amusing attempt to derive the word 
from "Kalah,the name of a place,and Elmina,which in 
syriac denotes a port't. 

The explanation of this difficulty seems to be 
this.The unanimous tradition of the Syrian Christians 
has always pointed out the Little Mount (a locality near 
Madras) as the scene of the Apostle's martyrdom.In Tamil, 
the language of those parts,the place was called "Chinna 
malai“ which means little mount.Just as the Portuguese in 
later years translated the name into "Monte Pequeno",so 
for the same reason,the early Syro-@haldaean visitors and 
settlers called it Galmona,from the syro-Chaldaean word 
'Galma!' ,a rocky nhill,and ‘ona’,a diminutive suffix like 
the English 'ock'.Galmona thus means hillock or little 
mount.Those whooare familiar with the corruption and . 
7 


transformation of names in India,can easily imagine 


how Galmona became Kalamina. 


L.India and the Apostle Thomas.pp150-161. 


2eoee Appendix for interesting examples.Appendix B. 
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Another point which may be brought out is the 
mention of St.cartholomew in connection with the conversion 
of those christians whom Pantaenus visited in 140 A.D. 

It is quite clear that the Syrians must have referred to 
their Apostle as Mar Thoma as they always do,and to the 
unaccustomed ear of Pantaenus it must have sounded 
Marthoma or Barthoma end he must have inferred they meant 
Bartholomew. ' 

In concluding this vague and loosely connected 
chapter we may be permitted to say that as yet no strong 
Eee ES has been- brougnt forward to disprove the Syrian 
tradition,but that ,as we have seen ,thére are several 
reasons to regard it as true. . To add to these,in the next 
chapter we shall see that at least by the third century 
there flourished a christian community in South India. 
Woen Cosmos says that in 522 A.B. there existed a well 
org@nised Christian church and community in Malabar ,it 
has to be admitted that they must have behn there at least 
a few years earlier. 

The tradition and the local evidences to support 
it,nave been put forward;the objections which seemed to be 
in the way,have been removed.Possible evidences have been 
given.But no argument is offered as it does not geem to 
be nécessary.It is the hope of the writer that the strange 
and eventful history of the Church alone would suggest 


toe Spirit of the Apostolic Founder. 
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Chapter o. 


The. Torch Burns. 


The traditional belief in South India,about the 
first converts of the Apostle,it has been already 
pointed out in the previous chapter,has always been 
that they were composed mostly of Nambudhiri brahmans. 
Dr.Francis Day 1 ascribes to this fact,the high respect 
in whici these christians were held;though one is inclined 
to question it on the obsergation that it is among the 
lower eases of people that Christianity seems to spread 
quickly .However it is commonly agreed that four of the 
families converted ,Kalli,Kalianka ,Sankéorikal and 
Pakalomattam,were wealthy Nambudhiri Brahmans.The two 
families which the Apostle chose’ for hereditary 
eccleciastical privileges,were the two last named,of 
which the former still exists.It has been already pointed 
out how the priests in these families number themselves 
‘from the Apostle. 

The next important event among these people 

that we know of,is the coming into their midst of a 
very wealthy merchant callei Thomas of Cana.It need not 
be said,perhaps,that historians have found here another 
point to disagree upon.According to the Syrian tradition, 
the date of this Armenian's arrival was in 345 A.D. while 


Huropean scholars are divided in their opinion, some 
eee 
So a et A 


l.Land of the Perumals.Dr.Francis Day .pp.244 256 
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fixing iv in the fifth century,others in the seventh and 
eighth? pr.Day has written kes weittem that as a result 
of his researches it would seem that the Cheraman 
Perumal who ruled at the time of the arrival of This 
Thomas,ascended the throne in 541 A.D.Tfhis agrees with 

2 
the Syrian tradition and also with the date of tne Copper 
Plate given by this king to Him. 

Thomas of Cana who came to “Malabar for trade 
was surprised to find some Christians there.He took pity 
on them in their isolation and is said to have gone back 
to his country to spread the news.There is a tradition 
that he also took back with him two of the St,Thomas 
Christians.Anynow,on his second tour to Malabar,ne took 
with him some Syrian families,priests,and a presbyter 
called Mar Josepn.These landed at Cranganore and witn 
the permission of the king ,settled iene «raneanees 
was at this tame. (the capital city of. the Perumals.. 

This merchant Thomas must have had great 
infuenne with the king.For we find that the Parumal 
showed his esteem of Thomas and his christians,by granting 
them several high titles and privileges,recorded on the 


famous Copper Plates of the Syrian Christians. 


Land.of. the Perumals.pp216 

See Appendix C. u te See 

The Kottayam College Quarterly Magazine Vol.2.No.2. 
October 1566.pp74. 
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Copies of these Copper Plates taken to England 
by Dr.Buchanan are said to be preserved in the Cambridge 


University Museum.The Jews,wno were also a strong 
community in Cranganore at this time ,recieved several 
privileges and the witnesses on the Christian tablets 
were four wealthy Jews."The old Portuguese historians 
relate, that ae after the arrival of their countrymen 
in India......fhe Syrian sisnop of Angamale.. deposited 
in the fort of Cochin,for safe custody,certain tablets 
of brass,on which -were engraved rights of nobility 

and other privileges granted by a Prince of the former 
geet. thous these were lost for a time ,when Lieutenant 
Colonel Macaulay became British Resident in lravencore, 
-they were recovered through his efforts.Dr.Buchanan said 
that "it may be doubted ,whether there exist:in the 
world iany documents of so great length which are of 
equal antiquity ,and in such faultless preservation,as the 
christian tablets of Malabar"”. 

Without going into a detailed description of nese 
tablets” ,we may contend ourselves by noting tnat the 
christian community at this time was very powerful and 
prosperous.Thney were made masters over seventeen sub- 


castes.Even today it is not unusual to see some of these 


1.Christian Researches .Dr.Budhanan.pp 189. 

sak LELGS PLO 

5-For a description of these Copper Plates and 
their possible dates,see Appendix Go. 
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jower caste people Sage to their nearest wealthy Syrian 
family for the settlement of didputes and protection 
from enemies.They regard the Syrians as their lawful 
masters. ; 

Religiously too these Uhristians seem to have 
been we#l established.Ynen Cosmos has written that in Male 

wrw> 
“where the pepper grows" there ~.B a prosper@us and 
well organised christian comaunity,it leaves no room to 
argue that he. meant Parthia or some otner part of the 
world.dowever He has also mentioned that their bishops 
were appointed from Persia .When it is remembered that 
the Church of Persia at this time was under the 
Nestorian Patriarch of Sbabylon,it seems hard to 
reconcile the tradition of the Syrians with what outside 
historians have written.That they have always been 
loyal to.the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch is the firm 
belief of the Syrian Church.But besides the testimony 
of Cosmos,there are also other important documents 
which indicate that at the time the Portuguese arrived 
and before,the Syrian bishops were Nestorians under the 
Ke) 


Patriarch of Sabylon*. 


nen Seen 


, 4 


} 


1.Sir Henry Yule's Edition of “Cathay and the Way Thither" 
Vol.l.Introduction.p CLXAL. : 
2.Tne Malabar Syrian Church.Rev.lttyeran Happen, pps. 
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And if it is true that Thomas of Cana,who brought 
the Syrian Christians over to Malabar,was a Nestorian 
as supposed in toe kuropean Church Historics,the view that 
the Syrian Church was Nestorian until the Portuguese 
came,gains support. 

Though: the: Buropean scholars are almost unanimous 
in maintaining that the Church of Malabar was Nestoeie a 
the Roman Catholics have made serious attempts to 
prove that thet Church was always Cathnolic,while the 
Syrians hold they were Jacobites. | ; 

After 800 A.D. it would appear that the Indian 
Church broke off its connection with the Metropolitan 
of Persia ,until1490.There seems to be only one instance 
of intercourse during this time between this Church and 
the Persian.1lt was in 880 A.D.when two bishops came to 
utzon as a result of persecutions at home.Dbut after this 
eveny for a period of more than seven centuries,we have 
no authentic record of the coming here of any bishop from 
the Bastern Church.There seems to be a haze over this 
period of the history of the Indian Church,for the 
records for the history of this pariod are very meagre. 
Consequently ,to understand the real state of the Syrian 
Church during these obscure ages,we nave to turn to the 
letters and writings of Missionaries who have come to 
India from the 14th century onwards,and also examine 


the two St.Thomas Crosses. 
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Dy Purnell l..16 of opinion that»thesearliest 
settlements in South India were Persian and that a few 
inscriptions Still remain which belong to Serer 
The most famous of these inscriptions,he says, is the 
miracle-working cross of ot .Thomas at the Mount near 
Madras.There are two crosses of a similar make which can 
be seen in the Syrian Church at Kottayam.Of these two 
erosses the earlier appears to be the one in the South 
wall of the Kottayam Old Church.Judging from the 
formation of the letters on Bara places this cross 
and the one at the Mount not later than the seventh or 
eighth century.The-other cross behing@ a side altar of 
the same church,is dated at least two centuries later. 
Besides.a line in Pahlavi it contains also one in the 
ordinary et ese a Pees gate 

Scholars have oan various readings,and conse- 
guently various translations,of the inscriptions around 
the cross.The inscription on the cross at the Mount and 
on the older cross at. Kottayam has been thus rendered 
by Dr.Burnell” ."In punishment by the cross was the 
sutiering of this one,who is the true Christ,God above 


4 
and Guide ever pure".Dr.Haug translates it thus:"He that’ 


1.Burnell's South indian Palography,po’,London 1878. 
So ioien anviquary, Vol.g<-p.d1i15 

Dee ie OL 

4.Syrian Church in Malabar.Panjikaran.pp<o. 
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believes in the Messiah and in God in the Height and also 
in the Holy Ghost is in the grace of Him who suffered 

the pain of the Cross".A still different rendering is that 
by Dr.West ten reads thus:"What freed the true Messiah, 
the forgiving,the upbraiding from hardship?The crucifixion 
from the tree and the anguish of this". 

The translation given by Dr.Burnell seems to be 
admitted to be the best. 

A Roman Catholic author draws evidence from these 
inscriptions to prove that the Syrian Church was Catholic 
at the time and not Nestorian.He saya "It is clear from 
it (Dr.Burnell's Translation) that the One wno suffered 
punishment by the cross ‘is the true Christ and God above! 
i.e.,ie had the true human nature and the Divine,and 
was therefore,at the time of the crucifixion,both man 
and God"This belief,he says,is opposed to Nestorianism , 
which inculcates that only the man Christ suffered.So 
he concludes that "these bas-relief crosses declare one 
of the doctrines of the Catholic Church,and they must 
have been planted here as monuments of the Catholic 
Religion by some Persian Catholic Missionaries.Tnis 
conclusion is root stad by the fact that the ettone lien 
of Persia was Catholic at the date attributed to the 
crosses by Dr.Burnell"®, 


1.Syrian Church of Malabar.Panjikaran.pp25. 
Pan - 4 Thid, pp26. 
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Though until now Western scholars generally 
have supposed that these crosses have been put up by 


Nestorians,it seems there is not evidence enough to 


conclude that the Church was Nestorian,even if the 


inscriptions suggested Nestorian doctrines ,which is 


disputed.Moreover,two noted Pahlavi scholars,Dr.G.P.T. 
Winckworth of Cambridge,and Dr.Ernst Herzfeld of Berlin, 
have made a new translation of the inscription on the 
crosses at Kottayam.According to them,the famous inscription 
has to be rendered thus*My Lord Christ,have mercy upon 
Afrais,son of Chaharbtkht,the Syrian,who cut thistt Their 
translation which differs so much from the earlier versions 
might, if ectsite one some avenues of watt tereceee 
to decide whether the Syrian Church was 

Nestorian,Catholic or Jacobite ,does not seem to be one 
of our main tasks at present,however.so we follow history. 

The next event in the history of the Church 
is the arrival in 880 A.D.of two bishops,Mar Sapor and 
Mar prodh.Le Quien hee that "these bishops were 
Chaldaeans Pee had come to Quilon soon after its foundation. 
They were men illustrious for their sanctity,and their 
memory was held sacred in the Malabar Church. They 
constructed many churches and,during their lifetime, the 
Christian religion flourished especially in the kingdom of 
Diamper". Pen Mine ea ri Mens s 
1.Introduction to Indian Ghurch of St.Thomas ,K.V.Renga 


Swami lyer,Trivandrim.1929. 
2.Quoted in Syrian Church of Malabar. Panjikaranpo2’. 
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These bishops,aided by the people,and with the 
permission of the king of Quilon,made some converts, built 
churches and strengthenedithe Syrian comnunity every way. 
For a second time the Malabar eaureh @-rew into prosperity. 
It was at this time that Syrians again recieved privileges 
and titles recorded on the Quilon Church Copper Pigiee 
They were made lords over extensive lands with privilege 
of trying their offenders themselves,they were exempted 
from taxes and could collect duty on dutieable goods. 

The names "Syrians" ,Nasrani,and the title "Maha Pillai" 
(meaning 'great person',now corrupted to M&ppila) came into 
common adeobr Day says that at this time the syrians 

were greatly respected as they were trustworthy and loyal 
sabjects;and the prince who ruled over most of them was 
feared most by his neighbours,as the Syrians were always 
armed and experts in fighting.They were the hereditary 
over-lords and protectors to many of the low-castes 
including the Garpenters,Blacksmiths and other artisans. 
if any Syrian was insulted or his title or privilege 
Gisputed by any Hindu,they would all join together and 
decide the punishment fo¥ the offender.The penalty for 
beating a christian was death;or,according to the wealth 
and social position of the insulted person,the offender 


1.See Appendix C 2. 
2.Lband of the Perumals.pp219. 
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had to make a Silver or gold likeness of a hand and present 
it to the Church.Except the Jews and the Brahmans,only 

the Syrians could erect a 'mandapam' ( sort of gateway) 

iia FOnt Of their houses.Tne privilege of riding an 
elephant ,too, exclusively belonged to these sects and the 
members of the royal family.This prosperity and strength 

of the christian communigy resulted in their electing 

a King for Creuevives thei last king was a wealthy 
Hindu-convert,called Valliarvattath (Beliarte)+ after 
iis family-name.His capital was Diamper. 

About this,Bishop Middleton was so convinced that 
he has said that however sceptical one may be about the 
ancient history “of “the Malabar christians,it is guite 
certain that by the beginning of the ninth century they 
had recieved valuable privileges from the native princes, 
and that they were strong to elect a king of their own 
to establish their independence and preserve their 
strangth.But the demise of the last of their kings 
without issue left them subjects of the rajahn of Cochin. 
whom they supported with men and money.” 2 

Dr.Buchanan also learned this fact;he says, “when 
Vasco de Gama arrived at Cochin,in the year 1503,he saw 
the sceptre of the christian king;for the Syrian: Christians 


had formerly regal power in Malayalam.The name or title of 


1.Christian Researches.Buchanan.pplé-. 
2.Lives of the Missionaries ,India,3rd series. pp54-55/ 
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their last king was Beliarte;and he,dying without issue, 
the dominion devolved on the king of Cochin and Diamper"1 


Thus before eietser rat of the Portuguese the Syrians 
were at the zenith of their prosperity .Gibbon* has written 
that in war and cvaftsmanship ,and,perhaps ,in character too, 
they stood foremost among the inhabitants of Hindustan. 
the farmers among them prospered in cocoanut farming, the 
traders monopolised the pepper business and the soldiers 
were the back-bone of the native armies.Though they were 
subjects of the native rajaBs,it was only the Métropolitan 
of Angamale who exercised complete authority over them. 

About their beliéfs and practices at the time the 
Portuguese came,bishop Middleton ae no sort oF 
images were permitted in their churches.Confession was 
not one of their practices;and they had never heard ot 
Purgatory.Common people were grossly ignorant of religious 
matters as fecilities for their instruction were few;and 
the Syriac services helped to keep them further in the 
dark.Nevertheless they were greatly different from their 
neighbours in leading a virtuous life,and in their noble 
conduct.iven their enemies testify to their honest ,moral 
EEE; Lie ly pnediente to parents and their respect of grey 
hairs. 

Thus prospered the Syrian Church,whether Nestorian 
Jacobite or Cathnolic,until the sixteenth century,when a cold 
DOr en. 


blast from the West began to threaten the burning 


1.Christian Researches pple: ee 
2.Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.Vol.6.0h.47.pp64, 
5.Lives of the Missionaries,india,drd series.ppd6-58. 
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Chapter 4. 


» A Blast From The West. 


As Carlyle has said"Fortune has been ever accounted 
inconstant;and each dog has but fits day". 

Towards the close of the fifteenth century, the 
little community of Christians in Malabar rere gradually 
slipping down from the high pinnacle of prestige they had 
enjoyed for the past few centuries.Their regal power gone, 
their strength began to wane,and their neighbours were not 
slow to take cognisance of tae weakening to further their 
own interests.Soon ,the once powerful Gnristians began to 
be persecuted little. by Tigbie by the ilohammedans and 
Hindus who,until then,feared and ew respected them.Tnus the 
pendulam swings from one side to the other. 

It was at such a time that Vasco de Gama arrived 
in Malabar.On hearing that the King of Portugal from whom 
he came was a Christian,the “alee in Cranganore sent 
some representatives to Vasco de Gama,to request help 
and protection.The interview they had with him is thus 
described in the "Asia Portuguzae"~:"Here (at Cochin) 

Don Vasco recieved ambassadors who said they came from 
some Christian inhabitants of that neighbouring country, 
the metropolis whereof was Cranganore,and they were to 
the number of 30,000,that St.Thomas had preached to their 
forefathers,that they were subject to the Patriarcn of 


» 
Armenia ,that they were infested by the pagans,that they 


1.Translated by John Stevens t.1.p.67 London 1695,quoted 
by Panjikaran in Syrian Church in Malabar.ppd2. 
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knew he was an officer of the most Catholic King of Europe 
to whom they submitted themselves delivering into his 
hands the Rod of Justice.This Rod was red,about the length 
of a sceptre,ends tipt with silver, with three bells at the 
top.They were dispatched with hopes of a powerful assistance 
Thus, in the hope of deliverance from unfriendly 
neighbours the simple-minded Syrians swore allegiance to 
an unknown foreign King,trusting in aie CheiePiantsy ae 
shall soon see this was a move ‘out of the frying pan 


’ 


tmve- the fire" < 


- 


Hor a few-more years,relationships with the 
Portuguese do not ,seem to have began very strong.In 1505 A.D. 
a wealthy trader from Portugal,by the name of Albuquerque, 
arrived at Quilon and,with the permission of the King of 
Venad(comprising Quilon and S.Travencore) ,began a trade in 
pepper ,whereby he came across several wealthy Syrian 
merchants.A friendship sprung up between them and this 
Catholic,and later,when he knew about the sad plight of 
his friends,Albuquergque used his influence with tne king 
and regained for the Syrians some of their long-lost 
privileges.Extremely glad and grateful,the-Syrians invited 
him to their churches and told him about its history. 

Soon Albuquerque managed to get for them a priest named 
Roderigue,wno baptised many,priests being absent among them 
for a long time,and they being uncertain whether they had 


af 
been baptised or not at any time. 


tne Perumals .Day.pp 217. 
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_ After this,for a period of nearly forty years, 
it seems, there were no dealings between the Syrians and 
the Portuguese,who were now busy building monasteries and 
establishing strongholds. : 

In 1545,John D'Albuquerque Wino had come to Gos 
as the first Portuguese Arch-bishop,sent to Cranganore 
a Franciscan,Father Vincent de Lagos, to educate the 
Syrians and induce them to accept the Roman Catholic 
faith if possible.but the Syrians were strong against the 
supremacy of the Pope and some other articles of faith; 
and so Father Vincent's efforts wére futile.He ascribed 
this failure to the want. of a Seminary,and accordingly 
reported to nis superior.A Seminary was soon built at 
Cranganore and several young Syrians were given a Latin 
education.but when they were ready for ordination, the 
Syrians objected to having them in their churches ,on 
account of their Catholic education.So in 1578 ,another 


Seminary was built at a place cailed Vaippikotta,where the 


- education was in Syriac and some of the Syrian rites also 


were performed .Still the orthodox Syrians kept aloof 
from the Seminary. 

When their supposed 'Rights' failed to move the 
Syrians,the Portuguese resorted to their certain 'Might'. 
It was their'christian duty' to get these Syrians by hook 
or crook.They preferred the latter! They believed that 
a een without a Head would easily flounder.So they 


caught Mar Joseph, the Metropolitan of the Syrian Church 


1, efay- 132tA. 
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and sent him on a nice little: trip to Portugal,which 


magnificent country he could visit and then go to Rome! 
Fortunately for him,the ruler of Portugal took pity on 
him at Lisbon,and sent him back to Goa with a royal 
brief the esgnce of which was that on his return he was to 
be given charge of the Syrian Church which he was to 
persuade into the Roman faith. 

Never expecting to see Mar Joseph again, the 


Syrians meanwhile ,requestedithe Patriarch of Babylon for 


another bishop,and got a certain Mar Abraham.Tnis dignitary 


had to disguise himself to éscape the vigilant ané 
suspicious Portuguese. When he arrived in Melabar,however, 
he was accorded a warm welcome by the people. 

Though Mar Joseph had the royal papers from 
Portugal,the Archbishop of Goa was not quite willing to 
sent him to Malabar;but soon he changed his mind, grew 
wise.He found there was his one chance to cause a split 
among the Syrians.So he let loose Mar Joseph among them. 

Soon there were two parties among the Syrians, 
one for Mar Abraham,and the other for Mar Joseph. As the 
stronger party was Mar Abraham's,Mar Joseph wrote to 
Goa charging him with heresy.The Portuguese,who were 
only looking for an excuse to interfere,at once caught 
Mar Abraham and sent him to Portugal on a forced visit 
to the West.But a storm intervened,the ship on which 


Mar Abraham was being transported was driven to the 
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Mozambique shores of ear iae the plucky bishop managed 
to make his escape.Somehow he reached the Patriarch of 
babylon,wno deputed him to Malabar again.However,on ma ture 
consideration ,Mar Abraham decided it was healthier for him 
to visit Rome ,and haga the Papal Blessing before returning 
to Malabar .He was re-ordained in theCatholic faith at 
Venice ,on promising to be a loy2l Roman Catholic.Thus: with 
the authority of the Holy Catholic Church he eaeeersase 
returned to ats ter rior ery 

Now Mar Joseph was ruling undisputed over the 
Syrians,but rumours that he was again teaching the old 
Syrian faith reached even Rome;and in 1567,Pope Pius V. 
ordered him to be brought to Rome.So the Portuguese 
dispatched him to the West a second time,and the unfortunate 
man was never more heard of”, 

When Mar Abraham reached Goa and heard about the 
fate of his rival,he was glad and thought that he could 
now be Metropalitan wéthout trouble.The arrival of this 
man however,disconcerted the Portuguese,wno had other 
designs;and they therefore determined to prevent his 
return to the coast.The Archbishop of Goa delared that the 
Pope's briefs were null and void as having been obtained 


under false pretenses,and Mar Abraham was confined to the 


Dominican Convent at Goa.° This man somehow seems to have 


l.Land of the Perumals pp222.,Chapman's Church History: ph59. 
2.Historical Notices of Cochin.pp l1l-1le. 
3.Syrian Church in Malabar.Panjikaran pps9. 
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had a peculiar knack for escaping from the Portuguese!He 
managed to get out of the Convent,and reached his own 


Diocese.The Syrians recieved him gladly;but the Portuguese 


authorities at Cochin and other places 'wanted' him badly. 


He was however, too clever for them. 

: Yhen news about all these things reached Rome, 
the Pope issued a summons to Mar Abraham to attend . the 
Provincial Council of Goa.This was dated 28th November, 
1576.With this arene the Archbishop of Goa enclosed 
also a pardon,so that any fear of attack and imprisonment 
may not detain him from attending it.vVonsidering the 
growing power of the Portuguese,and the difficulties 
of dodging them all his life ,Mar Abraham decided that 
it was wiser to attend the Council and pretend friendship, 
This he did.But at the Council he was compelled to 
denounce his faith and swear allegiance to the Pope.He 
had also to promise that he would abide by the rules of 
that Council,that he pena burn or send to them for 
correction all the Syriac Liturgy,and that,as the .° © i 
ordinations he had done were invalid,he would re-ordain 
all those priests with Catholic rites.but on his return 
from the Council,all he did was to re-ordain some of the 
priests;in all other matters he retained theold practices 
and acknowledged only the Patriarch of tabylon as his 
superior.He also wrote a letter to the Patriarch that it 


was only the fear of the Portuguese,whno had grown so 


dangerous,that drove him to the Council.Though the 
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Portuguese stopped this letter and read the'contents, 
it is not known what they did regarding itt. 

For the next fourteen years the relations between 
Mar Abraham and the Portuguese seem to have been normal, 
though not very friendly.But.touble came from another 
quarter.Whether Mar Abraham requested for. a successor 
"as some say,or not,there arrived on the Coast, a bishop, 
Mar Simon, ,who very soon grew popular with : large number 
of Syrians and other natives.The best authorities are 
agreed that he was a Nestorian bishop.He fixed his seat 
at Kaduthuruthi,gathered some adherents and began to 
call himself the Metropolitan of the St.Thomas Christians. 
Afraid of the strangth of his new rival,Mar Abraham 
| wrote to the Portuguese charging him with heresy.Though 
they were. not particularly favourable to him,the 
Portuguese thought it their duty to side with him who 
had the Pope's blessing.But the immense popularity of 
Mar Simon made it dangerous for them to attempt force 
on him.So this time they resorted to trickery: They told 
him it was his solemn duty and high privilege to visit 
Rome and recievefhe blessings of His Most Holiness the 
Pope(who was just aching to bless him!),that on his | 
return he would have so many advantages,besides being 
formally confirmed as-the Metropolitan of Malabar.The 
poor fish fell into the trap and sailed for Rome;not, 


however before appointing Jacob,a Syrian priest,as his 
‘Land of the Perumals.Day.pp.225. 
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Vicar- General foi lookcafterithedaffains of the Church 


ent I his return. But since he sailed for Rome in the 

respectable company of some of the Catholic Christians 

nothing has been ever heard of him. 

| In 1584 Mar Abraham in virtue of the powers 

granted him by the Patriareh,appointed Archdeacon George, 

bishop-elect of Palur,to be his coadjutor and successor. 
Don Mattias,the Archbishop of Goa,in 1590, 


convened the Fourth Council of Goa to which Mar Abraham 


refused to go when invited.He also refused to ordain the 
clerical students of the Vaippikotta Seminary* because 

he was asked to ordain them according to the Latin 
Ritual.Thereupon the Portuguese sent unfavouratle reports 
of his conduct to the Pope,accusing him of Nestorian 
heresy From this. time onwards fov atime ,Mar Abraham 
was: a religious suspect,who continued to pretend that 

he was in sympathy with the Roman Catholics,but practised 
the old Syriac rites and taught the old Syriac faith, 
sometimes openly non-co-operating with the Portuguese, 


thougn often only just indifferent. : 


-1.Historical Notices of Cochin p.12.,Land of the Perumals 
_ 6 _ ~ 
Hrancis Day ,pp22s. 


2.Travencore State Manual.Vol.2.ppo 1’1. 
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Chapter 5. 


“Wandering Clouds". 


a elapsed.Pope Clement VIN was in the 
Vatican ,but all was not well with the Holy Catholic 
Church.His Most Holiness condescended to, notice that 
‘far away in Malabar,there still remained the little group 
of St.Thomas Christians who was under the heretic Mar 
Abraham,but who really ought to be under the guiding hand of 
His Holiness and the True Church.It was the Christian 
duty of His Holiness to gather into the fold this 
misguided wandering sheep.Excommunicate the heretic,and 
appoint a Roman Catholic Ticarek weeholie of Malabar!tThat 
was the idea.His Holiness decided it. 

In 1595 there ‘landéd-inudndia,the immortal 
Archbishop of Goa,Father Alexius de Menezes.This young 
man of thirty-five was certainly destined to play 2 
great role in the history of the St.Thomas Christians; 
he a8 perhaps conscious of his great 'mission'.As soon 
as he landed in India,he recieved briefs from His 
Holiness the Pope,regarding the excommunication of Mar 
Abraham,and the possession of the Syrian Church and 
Pieteerie. On eialiry Menezes found that Mer Abraham 
was also guilty of writing to Babylon for a success®r - 
when Catholic bishops could easily. procured! He certainly 
did not like Mar Abraham,and decided to do something | 
about it. 

First he sent orders to all Port-officers to 


detain any priest from the West trying to enter Malabar, 
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and report to him immediately; thus all communications 
between Malabar and Babylon were cut off.The intended 
successor to Mar Abraham and several other spiactene 
were prevented from entering the country at mee 

After. cutting off the Syrian Church from 
Babylonia ,this.determined Archbishop started on a very 
vigorousscampaign to Christianise the Syrians.He sent 
letters to the Vicar Jacob,to Mar Abraham,and aes 
Archdeacon George ,The purport of these letters was that 
it would be better fox the churches under their care 
to be Roman Catholic,and that in case they were inclined 
to consider the proposal he would be very glad to help 
them, both awe as and otherwise.As a result of this 
invitation,the Vicar Jacob tried all the more to create 
among his people a hatred of the Catholics.This went on 
for a time until he died.In 1597 the old Mar Abraham also 
conveniently died.Thus passed away two of the strongest 
possible adversaries of Menezes: and the Roman Catholic 
faith;and no one was happier over it than Alex Menezes. 

It was on the loth of February,lov’ that ne 
heard of the fortunate death of Mar Abraham.The very 
same day he appointed a Jesuit Father Francis Roz, to 
administer the Malabar diocese.But this appointment was 
too glaring a violation of the claims of the Archdeacon 
to’ be tamely submitted to by the Syrians. 


T.Geddes History of the Church of Malabar.pp 40-41 
Quoted in The Malabar Syrian Churcn.Eappen. pp23. 


00 


At this bold action of the Archbishop,the Syrian 
community "was so thoroughly roused,and so strong was the 
feeling excited,that the Syrians would no longer permit 
any Latin-priest to officiate in cats churches" .* "Toned 
down by this enexpected resistence ,the Council at Goa 
became more prudent,and at their instance, Gm,the appoint- 
ment of Father Roz was cancelled and the Archdeacon was 
reinstated in his rights. 

After this impolitic move on the part of the Arch- 
bishop and the Portuguese,their ultimate object became very 
plain to the Sores nae: understood that the wnole policy 
of the Prtuguese,for which they had been working for a 
century nearly,was gradually to annex them by a process 
of Latinization.Soon the Archdeacon and his ieliowe re 
held a council at Angamale,nis hnead-quarters,and swore * 
allegiance to their ancient faith which they would never 
forsake in any circumstances.They also decided not to 
recognise any biShop or prelate who was not appointed by 
the Patriarch of Babylon,nor to permit any Latin priest 
to enter any of their churehes.They all took the oath 
and spread the resolutions all over the Malabar Secenke 

For a time the Syrians hated the Latin priests to 


such an extent as to drive them from their neighbourhood. 


1.Lingerings of Light in Dark Land.Whitehouse.pp9<. 
2.Malabar Syrian Church.Rev.Happen.ppe4. 
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On Beeieieie that the Latin priests were not 
bold enough to venture into the midst of these wild 
Syrians ,Archbishop Menezes himself decided to go.He wrote 
to the Archdeacon about his intended visit to his Churches 
and requested cooperation.The Archdeacon knew that his 
followers were not strong enogh to resist the Portuguese. 
Nor could he hope to recieve any help from the native 
kings ,wno ‘were themselves trying to curry favour with 
the strong foreignBower.Resorting to the safer way,therefore, 
he promised cooperation and loyality to the Catholic 
fakth in ais letter,but retained his ancient creeds and 
rites for practical use. 
The Archbishop knew this ,end was convinced that 
nothing but his personal efforts would ever change these 
stubborn christians.So he set out on a tour ,visiting the 
churches of Malabar,duly protected oy an armed guard of 
faithful Portuguese soldiers.This was on the 27th December 
1596.The Prtuguese governor and his retinue gave hima 
warm welcome at Cochin.Menezes then discussed the object 
of his tour with tne governor and all other important 
persons there and secured their favour.Next he approached 
the king of Cochin promised to: procure for him the tiile 
_ . Pd 
of 'Brother-in-Arms' of Portugual and thus made him 


promise a help of 50,000 native soldiers in case of need. 


L.band of the Perumals pp.22o. 
2.Syrian Church in Malabar.Panjikaran.pp46. 
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After thus winning over the civil powers, the 
Archbishop issued an order to the Archdeacon to report 
himself to thim at Cochin. but there was no sign of the 
eyrian for a long time.Ascribing this to fear,,Meneges 


sent him assurances of persdnal safety and pardon of all 


together his priests and people,whno decided that it would - 
be inadvisable to disobey this Archbishop,but that he 
should-go with-a retinue of 3000 armed soldiers,and be as 
friendly as possible to Menezes ,disctssing and conceding 
to, trifling matters eae delaying the more important ones 
as tong as possible so that,in the meantime,either the 
long-expected bishop from Babylon may arrive or the 
Archbishop may return. 

Accordingly , followed ‘by an army of 3000 under 
the leadership of two expert warriors ,Archdeacon George 
of the Syrian Christians,set out to Cochin,to discuss whth 
Archbishop Menezes of Goa,equally weil-armed ,matters 
regarding the most peaceful religion in the world! The 
Portuguese governor and his party recieved them heartily 
at the gates of Cochin,and thence they were escorted to 
the presence of Sinesaaceee elas gave them a cheerful 
welcome .However,when the governor,the Archbishop and 
the Archdeacon with two guards,retired into a room to 
discuss matters,and the door was closed,the people outside 
grew so suspicious and excited that there was a great 
commotion. whketh stopped wer after the Archdeacon went 


out and assured them of his saftey. 
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After a few minutes' conversation theArch- 
bishop intimated that he would like to go round and 
Visit the Syrian Churches,and invited the Archdeacon's 
co-operation,which the latter promised.Next day they were 
to meet at. the Seminary at Vaippikotta,but the Archdeacon 
failed to be. there on purpose.Menezes visited the Seminary 
and preached in the church telling the people about 
Purgatory and sucn other things that the Syrians had 
never heard of .But they persisted in praying in Syriac 
and referring to the Patriarch of Babylon as their head. 
So Menezes made a declaration of secession from the 
Patriarch,fo:ced the Archdeacon and some other priests’ 
to sign it,and posted it on the door of their church.The 
Syrians were greatly enraged at this audacity,and wanted 
to fight the Archbishop. But the practical Archdeacon 
pointed out the the foolishness of such an attempt against 
the strong Portuguese,and pacified them. 

The Portuguese governor and a few others pointed 
out to the Archbishop that it was not a wise policy thus 
to alienate the people,but Menezes did not care.The very 
next day he set out to a place called Parur.Here the 
people were strongly anti-Catholic.Two members of a 
prominent family there visited Rome,but on their return 
were not permitted to live in the neighbourhood because 
probably they had some tinge of Catholicism in them! 


When they heard that Menezes was going to visit them, 
1.Malabar Syrian Church.EHappen.pp30. 
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they pulled out their old rusted swords,and went to the 
church to give hima ‘hot' welcome.When he found that 
the church was full of armed men,Menezes sent back his 
followers to avoid a commotion,and walked boldly into 
their midst with only two priests by his side.Tactfully, 
he blessed the people and made a stirring speech regarding 
the One and only True Church,which he enjoined them all to 
obey and revere.But when he invited them to accept his 
faith,the peopbe replied that it would be healthier for 
i and better for all concerned if he would let them 
alone,.Menezes,however,was not a coward.He challenged 
any one to speak against the Holy Catholic Church,and 
whith a wronged and painfully misunderstood face told them 
that it was hi y the teachings of Jesus and their Apostle 
Thomas that he preached.Still the people were not moved . 
He had to return to Alengadt nis next place of visit, 
disappointed and greatly displeased with the day's work 
At Alengid too he was not very successful.He 
saw the church filled with women and other household 
articles,as the native rajahs of Parur and Alengadd were 
at war .Menezes began to talk to groups of these Syrians 
Beet the Catholic Church,but on hearing that a few of 
_the armed men from Parur had followed him there,he 
thought it advisable to return to Cochin.So he left quickly 
and reached Chowre,a town in Cochin. 


17 ngid in Portuguese Letters. 
2,uand of the Perumals.pp2e27-225. 


“y 


At Chowra,another sort of reception awaited him. 
He stayed in the boat at the landing place and sent word to 
the people to gather in the church.But the Syrians locked 
their church,and everyone of them,including women and 
children, stayed in their houses.The whole place looked 
desolate and deserted.The Archbishop was sore éisappointed; 
His followers began to fear for his safety and requested 
him to give up the matter and return to Goa.But he was 
a determined man and would not give in. 

Soon he mead that the Archdeacon was hiding in 
that locality and Menezes wrote a very loving letter to 
him,expressing his desire to see him just once more before 
leaving fax Goa After conferring with his people,the 
Ca en again went to gos utnabee bishop,with an 
armed guard.in thia interview he agreed to the covocation 
of a Synod but urged that Menezes,in his tour through 
the country as a foreign prelate ,should abstain from all 
essentially episcopal acts,as these would be very hurtful 
to the legitimate.and just claims of the Patriarch,and 
snould confine his miniétrations to praching and blessing 
the people.The Archdeacon had to agree not to rouge tne 
people by any means,or move about with armed guards.They 
mutually agreed to all these and signed a formal agreement. — 
Thus armed with the Archdeacon: ® permission,Menezes had 


a right to the people's sympathy. 
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The Archbishop's next move was to visit the 


churches and preach to the people whose sympathy was now 
secured.First he went to a place called Kanjoor,where the 
Arcgdeacon also reached in time to i‘form the people about 
the agreement and request them to be friendly to Menezes. 
But when the latter gave a sermon on the infallibility 

of the Pope,the Archdeacon and the people were both 
offended .Complaining of sudden indisposition,the Arch- 
deacon went away to Chowra.Menezes went to Quilon from there 
and on the way stopped at Purakad,preached to the people 
and converted many of them,and baptised them in the Roman 
faith,contrary to their agreement. 

Returning to Cochin,he annexed ouecuet church there, 
Mulanthuruthi.When the Archdeacon heard of these breeches 
of promise,he issued a notice to all the Syrian churches 
warning them against the Archbishop,He also sent messages 
to the native rajahs that the attempt of the Archbishop 
to force his people into the Catholic faith was really 
a move to bring their loyal sbi ett under the King of 
Portugual.He also imposed a heavy fine on the church in 
Mulanthuruthi ,for showing too much favour to his enemy. 

The next place that Menezes visited was Diampenr.. 
As there were no ordiaations during the two years of 
confusion in Malabar,several candidates were waiting for 
that ceremony. /ith his characteristic foresight,Menezes 


decided to ordain them and announced the matter.He also’ 


sent an invitation to the Archdeacon to help him with the 
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function.But the latter only pointed out that such an act 
from the Archbishop would be a violation of their agreement, 


and as such,a hindrance to the forthcoming Synod.but 
Menezes persisted in conducting the ordination.So the 
Syrian suggested that he ordain only graduates from the 
Vaippikotta Seminary.Menezes ,however,was determined to 
ride rough-snod over him, binding that his efforts to 
compromise were all in vain,the Archdeacon issued special 
orders to the candidates not,recieve ordination from 
Menezes,and also a general circular to all the priests 
not to allow the Archbishop in their churshes or to take 
part in any ceremony he performed.This circular reached 
Diamper only after the Archbishop had conducted some 
services.When it reached them however,some of the people 
asked Menezes to leave their church,but he still went 
on conducting services,until on the appointed day he 
ordained thirty-seven deacons,and made them swear to be 
loyal to the Pope’. ‘ 

After this he proceeded to Kaduthuruthi ,another 
important christian centre.Here,by lavish gifts and 


’ 


promises he made friends with several people,especially 


some leaders of the laity.He held attractive Latin 
services for which musicians were brought form Cochin. 


A feeble opposition from a party of thirty priests and 

ee. 
some men was easily overcome,and the Church was Catholicised 
biband of ithe Perumals.pp:229. a 2 re: 
2.Historical Notices of Cochin.p ll. 
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Some of the peovle at Kaduthuruthi complained 
to their native queen about the Archbishop,and she had 
also a suspicion that he was trying to subject her people 
to the Portuguese King.She therefore issued orders to the 
effect that unless he left her kingdom within three days 
Menezes was liable to the death penalty.But he replied that 
he had no serious intention of leaving his work unfinished 
and that he was sure God and the Portuguese King would 
punish the queen if anything happened to him in her lands. 
As the queen dropped the matter there,tne Archbishop grew 
bolder,He drove out of the church a priest whom he had 
6x-Communicated.He compelled several other priests and 
prominent men to accept the Catholic faith.Then he proposed 
to depose the Archdeacon,and appoint in his stead another 
Syrian who was now a Catholic.But some of the priests 
sympa thised with the Archdeacon,and requested Menezes to 
let them try and bring him around to theiriszde.So Menezes 
deputed six of the clergy and gave them a time-Limit of 
twenty days to convert the Archdeacon.However, though they 
advised and entreated him,the Archdeacon was firm and would 
not yield. 

At Kaduthuruthi also Menezes performed an ordina- 
tion ceremony.¥rancis Roz,who was at this time at the 
Vaippikotta Seminary,has testified that after the Holy 
Communion,when the image of Our Lady was carried on a 
procession,the Syrians closed their wyes and cried'take 


away this ugliness;we are Christians: and do not worship 
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idols'”.This attitude shows that Catholicism was thrust 
upon them by Menezes and a few of his followers.However, 
the fact is that gradually the Church of Kaduthuruthi 
also.became Roman Catholic.This was partly due to the 
love of the people which he managed to deserve through 
humanitarian Pe eeitine the sick and helping the poor. 
He also cleverly hinted that it was tne duty of every 
minister of God to help the people with all they have, 
and that it was-a shame that Syrian bishops and priests 
did not do so. 

After Pees ek ine the church of Kaduthuruthi,he 
visited Mulanthuruthi again,but found the people very 
different from what they were on his first visit.They had 
locked the church so that no one may gather tnere.Fearing 
hostilities,Menezes did not land,but wrote ar urgent 
letter to the king of Cochin requesting him to depute 
his Dewant(minister) to the task of compelling the people 
to open the een wikae. Lic Archbishop claimed,was his. 
Though unwillingly,the dewan was sent;and in the name of 
the king,he commanded the people to open the church and 
obey the Arehbiahop in all matters.Thus some of the Syrians 
were forced to co-operate with him. 

teeing the dewan with him,Menezes prodeeded to 
Diamper ,where,again using the royal authority ,he got 
control of the church.After conducting a few services he 
aes Chr excommunication of the Archdeacon,who ,he 
said,was a heretic working against the Pope and the Holy 


Catholic Religion. | 
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The sympathy of the people was secured by generous 
monetary gifts to the leaders and comforting words to the 
Sick and distressed.Thus using the unwilling king of - 
Cochin as ftool,and cleverly handling the poor and the sick, 
Menezes gained complete control of the Church of Diamper 
EO0. 

Three important churches of the diocese were now 
under the Archbishop.He had also secured the favour of the 
common people by various tactics.The rtlers of the land 
were all easily falling for his flattery and promises 
and the leaders of the laity appreciated his generous 
gifts enormously.Many of the native kings had issued 
orders that Menezes should be given friendly greeting 
and all necessary co-operation and help all over their 
territories.These things made the Archdeacon sad and 
dejected. 

At.this psychological moment ,Menezes wrote a long 
and loving letter to him inviting him to yield and be a 
friend;and without waiting for the reply,set out to visit 
the church at Nadamel,which was strongly anti-Catholic. 
Here the people were ready armed for a fight,and when he 
had again recourse to the king's dewan,they all left the 
place,closing the church.Menezes was beaten there! 

Hore disappointed ,the Archbishop returned home ,feeling 
sad and gloomy at the obstinacy of these Syrians who would 
not be saved.It was then that he recieved the reply from 


the Archdeacon that he was willing to yield’! 
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Chapter 5. 


Thé Storm Bursts. 


It was a day of excitement for Archbishop Menezes. 
The achievement of his great ambition was at last in sight. 


He knew that with the Archdeacon on his dide he could 
very easily bring every Syrian church under the supremacy 
of the Pope .So within a few minutes after he had recieved 
the Archdeacon's le@tcr,Menezes had written down about 
ten conditions to impose on Him.Some of the conditions 
Asgecon 
were,that the Archbishop must denounce the Nestorian 
a 
faith and the Patriarch of Babylon and accept the Pope, 
the Roman Catholic faith,and the Officers appointed by the 
Pope; that he must submit to the Archbishop,for burning 
or correction as he may chose,every book concerning the 
Syrian creeds or rites ;that thgepeafter,whenever Menezes 
visited any church he should accompany him to make the 
people co-operate with him;and that he should notify 
every church regarding the forth coming Synod and secure 
their whole-hearted sympathy.Menezes wrote these conditions 
and sent them to ie Archdeacon, along with a letter 
asking him to report himself at Cochin within twenty days 
if he were inclined to accept them. Then’ he went to Cochin 
to make sure once more of the promised help from the 
native king and the Portuguese governor. 
For the next few days Menezes was busy at 
Crangeanore planning the program for the Synod.Here he 
recieved the Archdeacon's reply that though he was not 


unwilling to accept the conditions,he could not go to 
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Cranganore within the time allottéd.Suspecting that the 
kings of Cochin and Alenga@d had some hand in encouraging 


this objection ,Menezes,through clever haniling,managed to 
make the same two kings write to the Archdeacon that the 
interview should on no account be delayed.Still the 
Syrian was not bold enough to trust himself to the Arch- 
bishop at Cranganore;so he suggested a meeting at the 
Seapniet ba Seminary.Menezes went there,secured the 
signature of the Archdeacon,and ,inlonsultation with the 
clergy,decided to hold the proposed Synod at Liamper, 
on the 20th of June,1599.Accordingly,on the sixth of May, 
the Archdeacon and the Archbishop together issued circulars 
to all the churches in Malabar asking them to send four 
representatives each,including the pastor and the trustees. 
Menezes tnen wrote out every resolution he wanted 
to move in the Synod, and had them translated and published 
in the vernacular.Moreover,to insure a strong party on 
his side,,he ordained no less than fifty scersons at Parur; 
and to some of the importent priests,he made gifts of . 
jewelled,gold and silver crosses and other costly articles. 
He again renewed his acquaintance with the native kings 
and their officers,and increased his Portuguese nelp. 
The Portuguese governor at Cochin followed by armed 


guards ,was also present at the Synod. 


1.Lland of the Perumals.Day.pp.2351 
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At theSynod,the Archdeacon and twelve others 
were appointed a committee to examine and aporove the 


decrees which the Archbishop had drafted.A priest was 
deputed to do the translation work.After some such 
preliminaries, the main business of the Synod started, 
and one by one the rules for the future guidance of 

the Syrian Church were . laid definitely.Thnough there was 


some opposition eee or them at first,the strength 


of the Archbishop's party soon disillusioned the dissenters. 


and then onwards the Synod was a"mere farce".~° 

Finally the whole of Malabar was divided into 
seventyfive vicarages.Every church that could not maintain 
a Vicar was joined to the neighbouring one. 

In justice to the Archbishop and to all who had 
any part in convening the Synod,it must be admitted that 
some of its Sessions and Decrees were very useful. and 
praiseworthy “The Christians were forbidden to sell 
Arrack (native liguor),to join their Hindu neighbours in 
the sham fights which took place during the Hindu 
festival of Onam,in August; they were not to resort to 
witches and fortune-tellers,to consult them ahout such 
things as lucky and unlucky days,or to submit at the 


command of their Hindu rulers to sucn ordeals as handling 
1.Hough.Christanity in India.Vol.1.P.462.London 1639 
2.Whitehouse.Lingerings of Light in a Dark Land.ppll4. 
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bars of red-hot iron,thrusting the hand into boiling 
oil,or swimming actoss a river infested with crocodiles. 
They were also prohibited from observing the Nambudniri 
custom of the separation of a mother from both religious 
and domestic ceremonies Boaheer is days after the birth 
of a boy and eighty days after the birth of a girl. 
These few salutary reforms ,mowever,were obtained 
at an enormous cost,the cost involved aH Gis loss of 
a very old Liturgy,and in the substitution of a new rite, 
the Syro-Malabar Rite,with Syriac as the liturgical 
language into which most of the Latin Missals and 
ceremonies were translated with additions taken from tne 
old Liturgy,and with certain peculiarities preserved 
from the ancient rite,which did not’savour of Nestorian 
heresy .Except that prayers were still permitted insSyriac, 
in all other matters the Church Of Malabar was changed 
according to the will of the Archbishop.it was decreed 
that all the Syriac books strobe be burned or corrected 
by the Archbishop himself,and that the Church should not 
recieve any bishop,prelate,pastor or govenor whatsoever , 
but what shall be deneaeridiy appointed by the Holy 
Apostolical see and the Bishop of Rome,. 
| The Synod was attended by 615 persons altogether, 
including 153 ordained ministers.The Christians who kept 
away from it were mostly the Travencoreans.The Vecrees 


were duly signed by all present,before the Synod ‘ended. 


“s 
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Malayalam copies of the Decrees of the Synod 
‘were preserved at the Vaippikotta Seminary and the Church 
at Angamale.¥rom these,copies were to be taken by every 
vicar and read ,in portions,in the churches from time to 
time. 

On the 26th June,1599 the Synod came to an end. 
Menezes had accomolished what he set out to accomplish. Buz 
he was not satisfied.The people's hatred of the latin 
services had forced him to permit worship in Syriac, but 
he wanted to see that all heretic books were burned. 

-So he set out on a tour visiting all the churches 
that Gece ee under his complete control.He transferred 
the Syrian head-quarters from Picauate to Cranganore so 
that it would be gate the Portuguese strength.lvery- 
where he went he collected all the Syriac books and | 
burned them ruthlessly.The Syrian priests who were 
already married were forced either to leave their wife 
and children or be ex-communicated.Some unhappy husbands 
made pious pleas and broke the hearts of wives and 
children;others who lofed their family had to suffer 
excommunication, For now they were 'Christians'! 

Suddenly however,the death of the King of 
Portugal made it imperative for Menzes ce Seware to Goa. 


He called together his clergy and discussed matters with 
them ,fTinally leaving them in charge of the diocese for 


the time being,returned GO Cee. , 
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On the 16th of November ,1599,Archbishnop Menezes 
reached Goa after his long absence in Malabar.The people 


welcomed him with great enthusiasm and the praises of 
nis truimph over the Syrian Church were sung long and loud. 
It was also very gratifying for him to hear that even 
arter his Leaving Malabar,the people remained loyal and 
the churches were prospering. 

Later on Father Francis Roz was appointed by 
the Pope to be the Bishop. ofthe Malabar Diocese.Thus the 
Syrian Church fell under the ArcBbishopric of Goa.In 1604 
the veteran Archdeacon George died and with him was 

chance 
buried the last,of opposition to the Goa authorities. 

Things went along pretty well for a time until 
in 1617 Father trancis Roz died.A Jesuit Father was 
appointed in his place,and from that time onwards the 
Church fell under the rule of a long line of Jesuits. 
These ,it seems,made matters worse for the Syrians,who 
in consequence began to show signs of amen tome Jesuits 
tried to stop the Syriac services,to fill the churches 
with images,and to oppress all who did not agree with them. 
Their tyranny and high-handed cruelty became so intolerable 
that very soon the Syrians were writing petitions to 


Rome and the Portuguese authorities to save them from 


the Jesuits. 
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But Rome never answered,and the Portuguese never 
cared.Disappointed with all this,and disgusted with the 
een he. tee Syrians took law into their own hands and 
elected.as their leader,Archdeacon Thomas,who was tne 
ign tral successor to the late Archdeacon George.They then 
appealed to the Patriarchs of Egypt,+abylon and Antioch 
to send them ¢ Metropolitan.As a result, there arrived in 


Malabar in 1653,a bishop called Mer Ignatius : by the 


Syrians.But the crafty Jesuits were watching for him and 
he fell right into their clutches.On. hearing this the 
Syrians held a conference at Diamper and decided upon a 
plan to kidnap and hold the Jesuit Archbishop. but he was 
too cunning for them and did not fall into the trap.Then 
they heard that Mar Ignatius was held prisoner at Cochin 
and decided to rescue him.Soon a lange multitude ,fully 
armed,and uder the leadership of their new Archdeacon, 
advanced to Cochin.Seeing the advancing army the Portuguese 
took refuge jin their,Port.and held theix canon ready.The 
ruler of Cochin,on behalf of the Syrians,commanded them 
to.liberate the. Syrian oe they did not.What happened 
that night ,history does not tell.Some authors” say that 


under cover of darkness the poor bishop was taken. to Goa 


and burned alive;the: Syrians. say that he was thrown into the’ 


L-Referred to as Theodore’ in Greek writings and 
‘Abdulla’in Arabic letters. 
2.Historical Notices of Cochin.ppl2-15. 
Land of the Perumals pp.234-236. 
‘ 


dak 
% 


3 

a 
2 
2 


NY 

cf 

ty 

“l 
Lx 
ane 
og 


. he + 
) : 7? +y Me - p 
' ' ar ye ; 05 ; ri t 
r = —< Poe . + 
, ' ¢ * . 
of val + 0 4 } . 
} _ =~ W — 2 7s -} 
; > , t? . o a 
4 , s : _ , 
¢ Vi "y . von} : ev? 
. tn c mn a 
t os | ; pd 
é ae 5 ¢ t 
: 17% wy ‘ 
aa | q ‘ 5 % Yay a « 
, ar ‘ hs 5 vs > ity 7 a4 «2 
| a a wo -* 
{ i ™ a 4 ~~ , a ae! 7 
his ; “ny 
" a | ‘sh shed oy i vi 
- ag wt a 
. : : Mad , 4 
7 4 ' ra a zk 
i : + ta A Se ) 
* - "2 
: “/ J Pn . 
F F ; F ’ ; Z 
h a 5 P ‘ 
Te. on “4 A 
< 7 M4 a) y ie 
yal ‘ 4 ; hs Me ~ : on - 
4 . p ; 
* ’ . be . i ae | 4. 
‘ ’ Ee? , 
. 4 : 
: ” sn. hag | oy ie 
“| 2 = : : 
j 
, y y + ix 4 
™ { , y m4 : 
Pe. . * 
¥ 44 "ys Fi LJ 4 
’ ty * 4 f 
am 


bite wat ee a; 


o> 
ed ? 
bey » rh] 
> will 
(og ; 
a | * 
1" ae 
~ 
we c: 
ta “4 ‘ 
o 
ay - 
» ’ 
- 
n 
“ 4 : 
' ‘ 
Fi : 
© 
* <1 ih 
x 
en * 
<n 
{> ‘ 
2 - 
‘er’ 
ny 7 
hyp y 
4 ' 4 


es 
ae, 


itt 


oe 


35 


. wee Os 
> OF ee Vd 
toe aR 
‘ bal 4 * . 
, TS 
? 
ae 5 * 
- > 
F > 
, ipod 
7 * 
; 
’ 


4 68 


2, 


sea at Gochin itself.Anyhow it is certain that the 
unfortunate man who came in the name of Christ to bless 
and lead His Church was most cruelly murdered by others 
who also were there in the name of Christ.So is the 
Son of Man crucified agdin and again by people who 
will never understand Him,until their battlements are 
broken,their power and prosperity ruined,and their pride 
turned into humility by the Hand of God! 

When the Syrians knew it the next day a deep 
gloom fell upon them.Weighted down with this grief and 
nearly bursting with hatred of these cruel tyrants , they 


1 ond there, 


gathered at a nearby place called "Kunan Cruz 
uncoiling a long rope and holding on to it,they swore, 

one and all of them,never more to have anything to do 

with the Jesuits,an oath indelibly written in the hace- 
Mind of this peoole.They elected the Archdeacon Thomas 

as their bishop and swore allegiance to him and their 
ancient faith for ever more. 

Not long after this,the Archdeacon Thomas was 
formally consecrated by twelve old Bresbyters and the 
Church once again returned to its ancient faith. 

_ Mgantime news about all these events reached the 
Pope,and His Holiness sent out some Carmellite Missionaries 


to try and bring back the Syrians into the Roman Church. 


1.Meaning Crooked Cross. 
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Two Garmelite Missionaries,Father Vincent and 
Hather Joseph,arrived at Palur in 1657 and learned from 
the local vicar about the conditions,and the attitude 
of the Syrians towards the: Latinites.They then approached 
Bishop Thomas and sought co-operation.But he was displeased 
at ther purpose and decided in consultation with his 
clergy ,not to trust any more foreign priests.Orders were 
soon issued to all the Syrian Churches not to allow the 
Carmelites to Gonduct any services in them. 

The Jesuits also put all the obstacles they could 
in the way of these Carmelites,as they were «fraid success 
to the Carmelites meant ruin to their authority and power, 
Thus the Catholic Church which first brought division 
in the (Syrian Church,was divided now herself. 

Realising their helplessness in the circumstances, 
Father Vincent went to Cochin and sought aid from the 
Portuguese,who were now very anxious- to make some kind 
of adjustments with the Syrians ,whom they had alienated. 
So they readily pained the Carmelites,and soon the churches 
of Kaduthuruthi and Kuravalangad accepted them. 

Ure 

The syrians at this time gradually dividing - inte 
two sects,the Northerners and the Southerners. Though 
both acknowledged Bishop Thomas,each had 2 separate leader 
too0;@@ the Vicar of Aleng&id for the Northeners and the 


Vicar of Kuravalangad for the Southerners.This latter was 
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avery rich and influential man who favoured the Carmelites 
to some extent.Through his influence a number of Syrians 


rallied to the ranks of the Catholics and Bishop Thoms 
grew uneasy.He at once sent a circular to all the churches 
warning them against the Carmelites who,he said,were as 
bad as the Jesuits though different in dvess.This circular 
met with dis@pproval at Kuravalangad,where the people 
grew so bold that they questioned the consecration of 
Bishop Thomas . They suggested that he better resign his 
-post,confess his faults,and make a trip to Rome to obtain 
the Pope's forgiveness.The Carmelites thus increased ther 
strength,and with the help of the Portuguese,ywho supplied 
the music and the military show for their attractive 
Latin services,gained complete control of the Soulbbherners. 

Father Vincent,in consultation with. the Portuguese, 
then decided to gain control of the Northern Church too, 
and sent an invitation to the Vicar of Alengad.He readily 
replied that he was willing to co-operate with them.At 
once the Carmelites proceeded to Alengad and called 
together oe Vicar and several of the chief priests to 
discuss matters.Soon it became clear that the Syrians 
were not unwilling to depose their Bishop Thomas ae accept 
the Fathers until an Archbishop arrived fro-m®m Rome, but 
that they strongly hated the Jesuits with whom they 
would ndt have any thing to do. 

All this added to the jealousy of the Jesuits 


who now hated the Carmelites for their success, 


ig 


Though disappointed for a time at the mischiefs 


of the Jesuits,and the obstinacy of the Syrians in some 
parts,the Carmelites grew stronger day by day:so Bisnop 
Thomas thought it wiser to compromise with them.Accordingly, 
a ee meeting was proposed at Hdapalli.In the early 
part of the meeting the people decided that,though tne 
consecration of their Bishop was not fully authorised ,he 
deserved their support.But at the next segsion Bishop 
Thomas Kiegelr got up and admitted that his consecration 
was invalid.This set tne people doubting whether they 
ought to support him or not,and when the Carmelites threw 
in their influence against him,the people divided into 
two parties.Tne chiirches at Diamper and Mattam chose to 
become Catholic;while Alengad,though nat unwilling to 
accept the Carmelites,decided to supsort Thomas.Thus the 
Syrian still had strong support. 

On the 8tn of September 1657,the Carmelites 
called together a peeing at Mattam,which the trustees 
of twentyfour churches attended.Here they . resolved that 
it was the duty of every christian church to acknowledge 
the Pope,and that the consecration of Thomas and the 
ordinations he ne ld were invalid.But this did not affect 
the Syrian Bishop.The Ca melites then decided to request 
the Pope to consecrate Father Joseph as bishop of Malabar. 
This enraged the Jesuits and alsv Bishop Thomas.The former 


were, however, pacified by the Portuguese. 


& 


tee 


ee 


The Syrian Bishop went to Alengad and 
defied the Carmalites openly; and they could not do 
any harm ‘to him because he still had a large following. 
At last they called a meeting of forty priests at the 
church of Mattanchery,arranged to leave Father Vincent 
in charge of the diocese until the Pope's orders came, 
and thought a return to Rome would be the best thing for 
them.So they went to Rome,and there the Pope consecrated 
Father Joseph who once again arrived in Ma abar in'1661, 
as the Bishop of the Viocese. 


Left alone in Malabar,Father Vincent was not 


able to convert many people except a few who were: greatiyd 


influenced by the native kings.And before the new Bishop 
arrived,Vincent died and the affaors of the diocese fell 
into the nands of the Jesuits.So on his geet new ican See 
had to suppress the Jesuits who were still his enemies, 
before he could start to grapple with the Syrian Bishop. 
With the Jesuits brought to terms,Bishop 

Se started on Campaign ,like his illustrious 
predecessor Menezes,to make the Syrians 'bigger and better! 
christians.Fiftytwo churches soon accepted the Catholic 
faith in spite of the Syrian Bishop's orders to the 
contrary ;,and many other DE ae, forced .to accept 
him by cutting off their sources of income from the 
native kings.Like Menezes,he went from church to church 


preaching to the people,helping the poor and comforting 
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the sick,flattering the leaders,bribing officials,and 
reprimanding and ex-comnunicating priests.Many of the 
oyrian churches were thus annexed to the Catholic faith. 
Then nat cnegies was held sie iis palace of Cochin,at 
which the Syrian Bishop,fhe Catholic Bishop,the Portuguese 
governor,and several native officials and Brahmans were | 
present.Here the decision went in favour of Bishop 
vabolert , 

,»who thus gained control of all the churches. 

} This conference was,to’some: extent,a 'Synod-of)o 
Diamper' to Bishop plecemt eae soon after it,he started on 
a. tour visiting his churches, burning Syriac books and 
reorganising the clergy.One of the princes of Cochin was 
a great friend of the Portuguese,and with his help,Joseph 


plundered several churches and hunted for the unfortunate 


Syrian Bishop,who however managed to hide.All the belongings 


of Thomas were shared between the native prince and the 
Carmelite Bishop,and all the books and other articles 
were burned.” 

Te spite.of all his attempts,some churches in 
north,especially the church at Angamale,remained staunch 
on oe side of the Syrian Bishop.So for a time he turned 
his attention to them.Many of the leaders were bribed 
and others were forced to submit to him by the influence 
of the prince.ilt is recorded that it was by sheer force 


that he overcame the resistence at Alengad. 
1.Malabar Syrian Church.Rev.Happen.pp 61. 
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But before this determined Catholic could carry 


out his plans completely,help came to the Syrians from 
unexpected quarters.This was the coming of the Dutch. 
These new conquerors advanced rapidly,took Quilon and 
Cranganore and in 1663 annexed Cochin also from the 
Portuguese ,now humbled and driven back to Goa .Every 
Buropean Roman Catholic priest was expelled form the 
country,and thus freedom came at last to the oppressed 
the te . 
in,guise of new rulers. Bishop Joseph entreated to be 
permitted to shepherd his flock,but was forced to flee. 
So in a hurry he consecrated a Syrian priest named 
Alexander to look after his scanty followers, and fied. 
Thus the Syrain Church was liberated from the 
forced thraldom to the Pope.Not a Carmelite Missionary 
remained in “alabar,but their influence did not wholly 
disappear.Thougn several of the churches that were | 
Catholic by compulsion hitherto,returned to tneir old 
Syro-Chaldaean rite,a few found it convenient to remain 
Roman Catholic.These who retained the Catholic faith 


came to be known as the'@Older Sect' and the others 


who returned to their original faith,as the 'Newer Sect'. 


These names are still in common use among the Syrians, 


and their name 'older sect! is sometimes put forward by 


a 


the Catholics to prove that all were Catholics originally! 


cons eer rene en I a a 


1.Historical Notices of Cochin pp 16,19 anu 20. 
rane Ibid pp-20-21. 
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Their association with the foreigners did not. 
fail to Leave its mark on the Syrians as a whole,too. 
Besides a part of them becoming Homan Catholics for 
ever after,great changes had taken place in the character 
and the conditions the Boonie - century of Portuguese 
rule and oppression killed much of their love of liberty, 
social pride,and nobilty.They lost almost all their 
ancient hereditary titles and privileges.Their books all 
burnt, their Pines plundered ,wbthout adequate means 
to foster a high standard of edueation in their Seminary, 
ee priests especially ,and communi ty in general ,lacked 
knowledge -and culture.So they easily began to imitate 
some of the customs and practices of the Hindus and the 
Catholics. ‘eh 

Hconomically also they lost’ much.They who were 
for ages the leading traders of Malabar,were now 
anything but that.Leaving the cities,many of them retired 
into the country and took to farming.They.went up the 
hilis and cultivated the barren hill-tops ,becoming 
typical farmers,subsisting on the scanty produce of their 
lands. 

But at the cost of their hereditary privileges and 
economic supriority, they had gainedi.a; great: experience, 


from which they can yet learn precious lessons if they 


eare to. ~ 
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Chapter 7. 


The Dawn of a New Day. 


Through the dark night of doubt and sorrow,strife 
and struggle under the Portuguese,the Syrian Church moved 
on,and by the close of the seventeenth century,was at the 
dawn of a brighter day.Days of oppressionand persecution 
were soon forgotten,and the peaceloving people again 
turned Rete pagat of living and enjoying life. 

Then it was that Jacobites began to teke interest 


in them.It is reasonable to suppose that it was from 1663 


onwards that the Church came under the supervision of the 


‘a Jacobite Bishop,Mar Geevarghese,arrived in Malabar asthe 
Metropolitan.It is contended by some griters that before 
this,in 696,a Jacobite Birshop came from Alexandria ,and 
from that time to the arrival. of the Portuguese the church 
was Jacobite.But the inadequacy of the evidences available 
| 4 


at present,does not permit us to accept that view. 


Mar Geevarghese ,any how,was the first Jacobite 
Metropolitan of Malabar,of whom we Past definitely.He was 
followed by a long tine of successors. 

Even after the advent of the Jacobites,some churches 
continued ae is recorded,for instance, that from 
1714 to 17450,twentytwo churches in the south were under 
Mar Thomas,a Jacobite,and the churches in the north under 
a Nestorian Bishop Mar Gabriel ,and that there were constant 


disputes between them.Gabriel,however seems to have been the 


last of the Nestorians to rule in Malabar. 


1.Indian Church of St.Thomas. ppl5s. 


In 1751,three bishops from Antioch arrived on 
a Dutehn vessel,and it seems , the Gaptain of the vessel 
sued the Syrians for their passage mqney. After this ,for 
a time no one came from Antioch. During this period the 
Syrians began to Sonaeorate their own native bisnops. 
Their first popular native Metropolitan was Mar Dionysius, 
who was pereerac aa by Mar Gregarius and Mar Evanius,tw 
of the three bishops from Antioch,above mentioned.The third 
bishop who came in 1751 was Mar Vasaleuz.This man. without 
consulting any one,consecrated one of his own favourite 
Syrian deacons ,now named Mar Kureelos,and leaving him all 
his earthly belongings ,died in 1764.Mar Kureelos aspired 
to the Metropolitanship but Mar Dionysius appealed to the 
Travencore Government and to the Dutch Bast India, Company, 
ana secured a favourable decision.At this Mer Kureelos 2 
fled to a place’ called Anjdor,end there,with the help 
of some Syrian neighbours,bought some land from the king 
and built a church to rule over.Thus,in 1774 started the 
Bishopric of Anjoor,which ha@.ever since existed as an 
independent church.. 

In 1794 Mar Evanius died,and then,Mar Dionysius 
consecrated his own nephew, Thomas deacon,as Mar Thomas, to 
help him and succeed him later.Together they managed the 
church very efficiently. 
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1.Historical Notices of Cochin pp.27-26., 
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When things were thus going on well with the 
Syrians,the Madras Government instituted an inquiry into 


their conditions ,and deputed in 1806,their chief chaplain 
Dr .Kerr to the task.His report roused so much interest 
that soon Western visitors to the Syrians were plenty. 
In the same year ,Dr.Buchanan,who was chaplain in Bengal, 
arrived in Malabar.From his reports some idea of the 
state of the church and the comuunity at the time is 
available.Dr.Buchanan visited several of the churches, 
bishops,presbyters and civic leaders among them,and he 
it was who induced the Syrian clergy to translate the 
Bible into the vernacular. | 

About the churches he wrote aren first view of the 
Christian Churches in this sequestered region of Hindostan 
connected with the idea of their tranquil duration for 
so many ages ,cannot fail to excite pleasing emotions in 
the mind of the beholdéer.The form of the oldest buildings 
is tot unlike those of some of the old Parish Churches 
in England;the style of building in both being of Saracenic 
drigin.They have-sloping roofs,pointed arch windows,and 
buttresses supporting the walls, The beams of the roof being 
exposed to view are ornamented;and the ceiling of the 
choir and altar is circular and fretted.In the Cathedral 
Churches,the shrines of the deceased bishops,are placed 


on each side of the altar.Most of the Churches are built 
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of a reddish stone squared and polished at the quarry;and 
are of durable construction, the frontwall of the largest 
edifices being six feet thick.The Holts of the Churches 
are’ cast in the founderies of the country:some of them 
are of large dimensions,and have inscriptions in Syriac 
and Pee | 

After attending service one Sunday,he wrote 
about their Liturgy thus "Their Liturgy is that which 


was formerly used in the Churches of the Patriarch of 


Antioch.During the prayers,there were intervals of - 


Silence:the priest praying in a low voice,and every man 
praying for himself.These. silent intervals add much to the 
xe lemaity and appearence of devotion:They use incense 

in the Churches;it grows in the woods around them;and con 
contributes much,they say,to health and to the warmth 

and comfort of the Church during. cold and rainy season. 
At the conclusion of the serviceya ceremony takes place 
which pleased me much.The priest,(or bishop,if he be 
present) comes forward and all the people pass by him 

as they go out,recieving his benediction individually. 

If any man has been guilty of immorality,he does not recieve 
the blessing;and this,in their primitive and Patriarchal 
state,is sceounted a severe punishment.Instruction by, 
preaching is Livtte in use among them now..: They have 


some ceremonies nearly allied to those of the Greek Church. 


1.Christian Researches.Buchanan.pp.1635.Boston 1lé12. 
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Riteseeotnines of the Syrian vharistians are few pial 
number,but pure,and agree in essential points with those 
of the Church of England....The following are the chief 
doctrines of this ancient Church: 

tvihey mold the “doctrine of ‘a Vicarious Atonement for 
the sins of men,by the blood and merits of Christ,and of 
the justification of the Soul before God'by faith alone' 
in that atonement. 

2. They maintain the Reeeiete sien. 0% new birth of the 
Boul to righteousness,by the influence of the gpirit of 
God ,wh@ch change is called in their books,from the Greek, 
the Meta-Noia,or Change of Mind. 

o.In regard to the Trinity the creed of the Syrian 
Christians accords with that of St.Athanasius,but without 
the damnatory clause.Iin a written and official & Siimtints ose ae 
to the English Resident of Travencore,the Metropolitan 
states it to be as follows: 

'We believe in the Father,Son,and the Holy Ghost, 
three persons in one God,neither confounding the persons, 
Mor “ary Irie - cite substance ,one in bhree,and three in one. 
The Father generator,the Son generated,and the Holy Ghost 
proceeding .None is before or after the other;in hajesty, 
nofior ,might,and pahertso tegualtini ty tn frinity,and Trinity 
in Unity.:......in the appointed time,through the dis- 
position of the Father and the Holy Ghost,the Son appeared 
on earth for the salvation of mankind;He Wa S born of the 


Virgin Mary,through the means of the Holy Ghost,and was 


aia: 


By . 
incarnate God and man'.” A 


. Dr.Budhanan described the appearence of their 
bishop too~ te was dressed ina vestment of dark red silk; 
a large golden cross, hung from his neck,and his venerable 
beard reached below his girdle.Such,thought I,was the 
appearence of Chrysostom in the fourth century.0n public 
occasions he wears the Episcopal mitre,and a muslin robe 
is thrown over his under garment;and in his hand he bears 
the crosier,or pastoral staff", 

It was from reading Dr.Buchanan's account that 
the Church Missionary Society of England began to take 
some interest in the Syrians.Also,Colonel Munro,at that 
Lite british Resident in Travencore,wrote 2 letter to thes 
“Missionary Society (C.M.S.) requesting them to send 
somebody to work among these christians.Thus from the 
year 1816 onwards €,M.S.Missionaries took active interest 
nal the affairs of the Syrian Christians ,who heartily 
co-operated with them in this bask. 

Meantime the Church again came to the attention 
of the Government .Mar Dionysius and his nephew Mar Thomas 
both died without consecrating any one.The rightful heir. 
put himself forward as Mar Thomas, but there was a large 
party opposed to him.So they both appealed to the government 


and Colonel Munro made an inquiry into their conditions. 

1.Christian Researches,pp.174. 

3.Proceedings of the South India Missionary Conference. 
Doty .1t385e.. pp.66. 
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Discovering the sad need “of education among 
the clergy ,this kind-hearted Resident persuaded the native 
government to give them some land and money to build a 
Seminary.Soon a Seminary was built at Kottayam,and a class 
started with some deacons. 

The government also donated the sum of Rs’ 8000 for 
the purpose of printing and publishing among them the 
Bible and other religious books in ties tes Vane e the 
education of the people had begun in every way when the 
C.M.S.Missionaries arrived,in 1816. 

For a time the C.M.S.missionaries seem to have 
had a fear of being misunderstodd.The lWetropolitan had 
granted them the privilege of preaching in the churches. 
Still Bishop Middleton,who visited Malabar and studied 
the Syrians minutely,advised Rev.Norton,the first C.M.S. 
iissionary,&o0 be very careful in using that wei il aeaee 

The Bishop also wrote to a friend in England that 
considering the lack of education among them he would 
rather be surprised at their culture and understanding, than 
blame them for their ignorance. 

The relationship with the missionaries grew 
strong and warm very soon.More and more young snd 
enthushastic .men wno were also scholars,arrived form 
England..The old Metropolitan died and another Dionysius 


ihand of -the Penume tsp: 262 “ gp 
2.uives of Missionaries,india,jrd series, pp.60,62,65,66. 
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assumed charge over the diocese.This bishop co-operated 
with the missionaries and worked enthusiastically to 
uplift his community.A C.M.S.missionary,Rev.bsailey,was 
appointed.dean of the Seminary and offcial advisor to 
the Metropolitan.later on came Rev.Fenn and Rev.baker 
to share the burden with Wein dar. Peay Started more 
schools asi and thus made it possible for all the 

children to attend them.In these schools the missionaries— 
taught English,Latin,and Greek and other subjects such as 
arithmetic and history Native pundits taught Sanskrit 

and Malayalam;and the priests taught Syriac.A rule was 
hade by the Metropolitan that only distinguished graduates 
from the Seminary would be ordained .A grant-aid from the 
Seminary to married priests encouraged them again to start 
that practice which had almost gone out of existence | 
because of their association with the Catholics.The 
missionaries went about preaching from church to church, 
thus educating the common people too.Soon the general 
conditions of living among the Syrians improved rapidly. 
Colonel Munro gave several high government appointments 

to ablé and deserving Syrians,wno discharged their duties 
faithfully and efficiently.?: 


But-again a cloud passed over the Syrian church. 


Their triend and benefactor,Colonel Munro was’ transferred 


ee ee 


1.Past History of the Malayalam Mission by Rev.H.baker 


“Senior,,in Madras C.M.Record,Dec 1859,pp.317-319., 
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from Travencore,and the old Mar Dionysius also died.The 
next Metropolitan did not like tne suggestions of the 
Resident,or the missionaries.Soon the experienced and 
well-known missionaries went back on furlough.Others 
took their places.Thus new young missionaries were 
facing a new and unfriendly Matropolitan.Interest: in 
each other waned rapidly,and soon the Syrians viewed 
the well-intentioned missionaries With suspicion. 

In 1825 there arrived from Antioch a bishop 
called Mar Athanasius,claiming the Metropolitanship of 
Malabar.This of course caused a dispute between the 
foreigner and the native bishops.Athanaaius tried to 
invalidate the consecrations of the native bishops;and 
they in turn tried to drive him back with government aid. 
Bishop Heber of Calcutta tried to reconcile these 
fighting bishops and advised the missionaries to keep 
out of it. The government at last interfered and the 


foreign bishop Athanasius had to sail back. 


Bishop Daniel Wilson of Calcutta visited Travencore 


in 1655,and conferred with the Metropolitan and priests 
about improving the Syrian Church.At Kottayam and other 
places the Bishop delivered lectures to the people and 


suggested some changes in their churches and worship. 


later,at a meeting of the Syrian clergy and the missionaries, 


1.Proceedings of the South India Missionary Conference, 
Ooty 1658 .pp67 
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the Metropolitan and his people,not only rejected the 
Bishop's suggestions, but decided to keep away from the 
missionaries whose intentions, they said,were far from 
being Pe eeca as ap isy tian priests were warned not 
SO associate with them,and the deacons and others were 


prohibited from attending the missionary schools.All the 


property that was common to the Syrians and the missionaries 


had to be sold by the government and proceedings shared 
LE : 


-between them .1t was only the Seminary,its compound and 


some furniture that remained unsold. 

The Church Missionary Society, however ,was in 
great favour with the royal family,and the queen of 
Travencore gave them some land at Kottayam,where they 
built a school which has grown into the leading Christian 
Collge in South India.. | 

At ene separation between the Syrians and the 
Anglican missionaries,several Syrian Peles sided with 
ome latter,and formed an Anglican Syrian Church.Thus the 
original group of christians in Malabar became divided 
into three different churches,the Roman Catholic Syrians, 
the Anglican Syrians,and the Jacobite Syrians. 

Of these last,one of the best learned and pious 
was Abraham of Maramun,who was in favour of the suggestions 


of improvement made by Colonel Munro.With the support of 


1.Malabar Syrian Church.Happen.pp 79. 
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twelve other priests,he made a List of twentyfive evil 
practices that were then prevalent among the Syrians, 
and submitted it to the Resident with a request for help 
to remove them.The ortnodox Syrians naturally opposea hig, 
and the priests dropped off one by_one from his dide;but 
Abraham started to reform his own church.Then the 
Metropolitan ex-communicated bim and his few followers.: 
Nothing daunted,this determined reformer went ahead with 
his work. Wnen other people found the practicability of 
these reforms,they began to imitate ;and soon there were 
several other churches to follow Abraham of Maramun. 
He-educated his nephew at the missionary school 
at Kottayam against the orders of the Metropolitan;the — 
missionaries afterwards helped the young man to study 
et Madras.After this young Athanasius was sent to Antioch 
where he was duly consecrated in 1844. 
When he returned fyom Antioch, the Metropolitan was 
weak and old,ready, to pass away .But already letters had 
gone to Antioch for other bishops.In 1846 and 1646, there 
arrived two bishops Mar Ren etion and Mar Athanasius Stephens 


woo both tried to dispute the claims of the native bishop; 


Le) 
a 


But the governments af Travencore,Madras and everfingland + 
were in favour of the native.So all their attempts were in 


vain.Mar Athanasius became the Metropolitan. 


ne 


1.47th Annual Report of the C.M.S,Kottayam. op 68-89. 
2.Treasyury of Knowledge for October .1555.p.667,quoted by 
-Eappen,Malabar Syrian Church pp.&. 
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With his great influence with the missionaries 
ana the government ,this Metropolitan was able to effect 
several reforms in the Syrian Church.He encouraged the 
deacons and other Syrian young men to attend the English 
schools.He welcomed the missionaries again to his 
churches to preach.Sunday schools were established -And 
once again Syrians began to be appointeu in the Government 
services. 

But the two disappointed Bishops from Antioch 
had managed to sow the seed of discord among them.Soon a 
party arose against the Metro politan,who, they said,was 
too much in Peres of the missionaries .They complained to 
the Patriarch and the latter consecrated another native 
whom they had sent to Antioch,as Mar Dionysius the Fifth. 
This Mar Dionysius returned to Malebar in 1865 but found 
that the government was strongly in favour of the 


Metropolitan.So he appealed to the Patriarch to come to 


® 
his help.The Patriarch visited England and then went to 


Malabar with favourable letters to the governments of 


Madras and Travencore.The latter government decided that 
the Church alone shall manage her eccleciastical affairs, 
and that her Civil quarrels: shall. be decided, by the 

civil court.The Patriarch then convenéd a council at the 
church of Mulanthuruthi,in Juzy 1676,and there appointed 
Mar Dionysius the Fifth as the Metropolitan of Malabar. 


After thus creating a discord,the Patriarch left Malabar. 
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In 1877, Mar Athanasius died.before the arrival 
of the Patriarch,he head consecrated e near relative of his 
to succeed him.His namecwas Mar Thomas Athanasius and he 
had a small party of followers.For the next ten years 
in the civil court of Travencore,the two Metropolitans 
fought for the possession of the church property At last 
it was decided that Mar Dionysius was the rightful 
Metropolitan and ever since he has ruled over the 
Syrians who call themselves today as ‘the Bava (Patriarch) 
party'.Mar Thomas Athanasius and his followers do not 
recognise the supremacy of the Patriarch,and they are 
called ‘'‘Metran (Bishop) party'.Thus the Jacobite Syrians 
again dividéd into two.They both have several churches 
and schools and they do not differ in their worship.The 
only difference is that they have separate Bisnops,one 


depending on thePatriarch and the free. 

Of these two sections of the Jacobiteg,the Bava 
party do not co-operate fully with the missionaries ,as 
they still have their suspicions.Theyoften complain that 
the arrival of these C.M.S.missionaries has done @s much 
harm to their church as the arrival of the Portuguese. 

4 
tts significant ,nowever, that these orthodox Syrians are 
‘he most backward among the generally well-advanced 


community.So it might be hoped that e liberal education 


will cure them of that complaint. 


89 
Chapter &. : 


The Glowing Torch. 


We have followed the Syrian Church through all her 
eventful life until the present day.bBut the account may 
seem incomplete without 3 few words about her present-day 
conditions.Though material for this attempt is terribly 
lacking, the writer bosee he would succeed in giving to the 
reader some idea at least of the state of the Church. 

it has been already indicated in the previous 
chapters ,how the original Syrian community divided into 
the Roman Catholics and the‘ Newer Roses a vcua Roman 
Syrians were first under the Portuguese Arch-bishop of 
Cranganore. But fee Bytiehe could not get along with ihe 
Latinites amicably;so in 1877 the Pope had to separate 
them from the latter.Today the Latinites have their own 
bishop at Verapoli (a place near Kottayam) ,and the Syrians 
have thier native bishops who are diregetly under the Pope. 

The Anglican Syrians seem to be becoming more and 
more completely ‘Anglicised'.The Church of England appoints 
from time to. time Bishops for the Diocese of Travencore 
and Cochin.No native christian has yet been appointed 
Bishop,though there are several native Archdeacons. 

‘Besides these two,another party has also separated 
from the Jacobites.These call themselves Marthomites.1t 
seems this party owes its orgin to the work of the C.M.S. 


A 


missionaries.Why they separated” from the Jacobite Church: 


1 vide page. 74. ° ~ | Z 
e-Dr.Gill.im C.M.S.Intelligencer September.1906 
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if at all they did,is not yet very clear to anybody.They 
claim that theirs ig the original church established by 


St.Thomas ,wnose name therefore,they have ad’pted .However, 
they also have their own- independent Bisnop.Iin their 5 
services the Anglican influence is very evident.They do 
not use Syriac,and do use several songs and prayers that 
the Anglicans use. 

The origin of the terms 'Ojder sect' and ‘Newer 
sect' has been already explained.There is another division 
too,aming the Syrians,not based on any religious faith. 
This is the division into 'Northerners' and 'Southerners' 
Again,it must be said that this is not based on the 
part of the country they inhabit,as the names would 
seem to pdmweeickt at all anything, this must..be called 
a Race distinction.The 'Southerners' claim that they are 
the pure descendents of the original Syrians who came 
with Thomas of Bane vaniie the 'Northerners' are sons 
of the Nambudhiri converts.In other words, that the 
Southerners are the Syrian Christians ,and the others, 
the St..Thomas Christians.The 'Northerners' say that a- 
race mixture has been effected between the original 
Syrians and the converts by intermarriage, but that this 


Ps 


group,the Southerners,who still keep away according to 


the caste-system of the Hindus,are the descendents of 


1.Vide Chapter 5,pp 29. 
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the illegitimate children of Thomas of Cana through a 

high caste Hindu woman.This theory gains support from 

the fact that ail the ancient documents available,such as 
the Copper Plates,the Crosses,and other things are 

with the 'Northerners' ,Also they are the holders of all 
‘the high places in the community. 

| As our main intersst is the original Syrian ‘church 
which is generally admitted to be the present Jacobite 
church,we may be justified in leaving the branches and 
turning to it again. 

Their ereed is very similar to the Nicean creed, 
except that they do not believe the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Son too.The Apostle's Creed and the creed of 
Athanasius BaAve not yet found favour woth them. Their 
belief about the Incarnation may be seen from the following 
which is part of a confession a candidate has to make 
before ordination.He has to hold "that Jesus Christ, One 
of the Holy Trinity,according to His own disposition,and 
through the disposition of the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
descended from heaven,and ,to fulfil the prophecy of the 
angel Gabriel,was born of the Virgin Mary;that through 
the power of the Holy Ghost He became flesh,and in Him 
combined Divinity and eatiee Betgale Again that "it-s.-the 
Word of God Incarnate ,that has given to oyr Lord Jesus, 


Jie ise - translation from original Syriac. 
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Divinity and perfect in his Manhood". Also “that at the. 
time of His death His Divine Nature did not separate 
from His Human Nature.His Divinity did not suffer the 


crucifixion and death.. ...On the fortieth day after His 


=e 


Resurrection,in His human body He ascended into Heaven 
and sits at the Right Hand of His Father.To deal out 
_ rewards to the good and punishments to the evil,He will 
at 


a 


return in the same body 

The Sacraments of the Syrians are seven in 
number .These are Baptism ,Confirmation,Gonfession Holy 
Communion, Ordination ,Marriage and the Anointing of the 
Sick.The most importaat of these are Daptism and the 
Communion. 

They believe that Child-baptism is necessary 
and valid,and hold that in Baptism there is regeneration 
of life.It is enough to have one God-father for a male 
child ,and one God-mother for a female.They use a mixture , 
of hot and cold water to sprinkle on the child.In early 
days the child was iumersed three times in the water;now, 
esky the water toe orem Tes on the head thrice. 

The Holy Gommunion is intended not only as a 


commemoration of the Passion:and death of our Lord Jesus, 


i.Translated from the Seriaee 
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:f bat also as a Wisodless sacrifice offered for forgiveness 
of sins of the dead and the living.It is compulsory that 
the laity should recieve the Communion at least thrice 

a year.At the Ceremony,the consecrated bread is dipped 
in the consecrated wine and then it is given to the 

.- recipkent .The breaking of the consecrated bread before it: 
is dipped in the wine ,1s symbolic of the Crucifixion,and 
woen dipped in the wine,the bread and wine together 
represent’ the Resurrected body.The pertakers of this ‘eee 
fore,are Resurrected. 

The Confirmation ceremony ds conducted along 
with the Baptism.They use a kind of ointment or oil. fox 
this purpose ,which,and two other kinds of oil used for 
Baptism and for the Sick,are from time to time sent from 
the Patriarch of Antioch. 

Confession of sins in private to the priests 
who are authorised to give forgiveness,is one of the 
important practices of the Syrians. 

Apostolical laying of hands is absolutely 
essential for ordination;otherwise it is invalid.There 
are three orders in the Ghurch.1.The Episcopate. 
2.Presbyterate and 3.Deaconate.Bach of these is divided 
into three as 1L.a)Patriarch,b)Cathdlica andc)Metropolitan, 

2.a)KorEpiscopa,b)Sovddro or Archdeacon c)Kashéesho or 


Blder and 3.a)Archdeacon(literally) b)Deacon and ¢)Sub- 


deacon. 


P Desides these there are other sub-orders in 
the clergy such as the Korddyo or Reader and MSmfdéno or 


Chanter.All priests below the order of Episcopa are 


- 


permitted to marry.Unmarried priests are not given 


pastorates,but are permitted to remain so if they want iene 
These are called Rampans.Priests who lose their wives ik 
se also admitted as Rampans and are ieee LOL 
Rpiscopate. 

. Marriage is a holy Sacrament and not a mere = 
contract among the Syrians.Notaing but death can sever _ = 
the relationship between husband and wife. \ =< 

- Anointing of the sick with oil is a very Ec 
important Weidnoes aah oties ts are expected to visit the 


— 


sick at any cost,pray for them 'confess' them and anoint — 


them with consecrated oil. 


by these people.1.Seven weeks for Easter;2.Twentyfive 
| cave for Christmas:Fifteen days beginning the lst of 
August ,for Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Maryj,and -. 
‘4 Thirteen days in June,ending with the 29th,the Yay of 
‘St.Peter and St .Paul.Usually every Wednesday and Friday, 
except those coming between the Resurrection Day and the 


Pentecost,are Lent.Strict vegetarianism is enjoined on all 


these days. © 


| for intermediation.Images are not used in the Syrian 
_ churches,though a few may be placed on the outside walls = 
for decoration.Pictures also are used only for decoration. 


_ The Cross is regarded with great veneration and respect,and 


They pray to the Virgin Mary and the Saints 


‘ 


* = 
is considered inevitable for every «sort of service.Churches 


are built facing East and consecrated in the name of 
some Saint or other. 

Though they do not believe in the atoning 
efficacy of punishment in Purgatory, they do bellever ia 
prayers for the dead.Also,the relatives of the deceaseas ; 

_every year ,do some special acts of charity like the feeding 
of the poet ar daetthe some money to the church,for the _ 
sake of the dead. | 
" The Bible is a very sacred book and ~ service _ 
is complete without reading it.On important occasions ,no 
less than six lessons are read,three from each of the 
Testaments .Ihe Gospel reading Ue eneys accompanied by 
the burning of incense and* lighting of candles.The 
Apocryphal books are recognised as part of the Bible, but 
the Revelation is excluded from the ehhien eee all are 
encouraged to read the Bible,the right of interpretation 
is reserved for the Church. 2 
Though Syriac is the eccleciastical language 


compulsory for all priests,common prayers are in Malayalam. 


In their religious processions and festivals, 
the SSyrians are almost similar to the Roman Catholics. 


They also have joyful processions around e large fire 
on the night before Christmas;elaborate mourning for 
aster and Good Friday;and gre&t merry-making and 
feasting for the Resurrection. 

A word may be said about the general cone i ewes 
of the Syrians.,too.In culture and education they stand 
second only to the Parsi community,in the whole of India. 
Several responsible positions,such as the. Chief Minister 
to kings,Director of Education,Chief Medical Officer,in 
many of the Native States of India are occupied by them. 
In the Indian Civil Service and such other High British 
services too they have their representatives.A large 
percentage of the Graduates who go for higher education 
to the West every year, are Syrians.One outstanding 


feature regarding their culture is that women among them 
are equally.well,if aoe better,educated than men. The 

first woman Legislative Council Member is a Syrian.The 
first woman -hawyer in South India is a Syrian.The eer 
number of women going out for Foreign education from 

India are Syrians.Jacobites ,Marthomites,Anglicans and 
Gatholics;have all their own schools and colleges in 

plenty .Newspapers and periodicals ,too,are m= numerous 


among all these.On the whole the community has advanced 


considerably within the last century of freedom. 
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Any sane minded person must admit that this 


phenomenal progress in culture and education is due in 
no small measure to the happy contact with the Wests 
established mainly through the Missionaries.When the 
Syrian Church was staggering from the ce she had 
recieved from the Portuguese ,when she was dizzy with 


ageressive heathen atmosphere around her,it was the 


English Missionary who came to. the. recue..and set her 

on her feet.He helped her towbuild schools ané seminaries 
; 

to educate her children;and secured them suitable and 

responsible positions with the Government ;he enabled her 

to print and publish the Bible and other books and 

distribute them freely among the people;he sided with 

her against the native Government in times of need ;he 

encouraged “ne enabled. her qualified sens and daughters 

to gO e Western countries for higher education;in short, 

he helped her to recover,to some ex ent at least,mer 

lost character and prestige,and advance rapidly with 

the rest of the world.All honour to the Missionaries! 


Yet. it is regrettable to note that the 


orthodox section of this ancient comnunity still views 


with suspicion. the attempts and efforts of the Missionary 


to promote its welfare.Some of them. even go as far 
as to say that the C.M.S.Missionaries have done as much 


cr} 


harm to their Church as the Portuguese in the 16th century. 


98 


They complain that- with the help of the Governments of the 
soci 


4 


country, the Church Missionary clety has appropriated 
property belonging to them,has forced their people to 
Leave their ancient fold and join the Anglican Church, 
and thus weakened thebr Church, pretending to improve her. 

This,it need hardly be said,is a one-sided and 
grossly inaccurate view.As is usal with every crowd that | 
is moving forward,tnere are always some behind and some’. 
Bhead;and,those ahead blame their fellows for lagging 
behind,and those behind complain that the others are 
moving too guick.Along with the moving world,the Syrian 
Church also has to move forward.Without blindly imitating 
anyone,she can,advance and be up-to-date.Bffete Oreeds 
and time-worn traditions have to be discarded,and Truth 
must be faced courageously,if progress #s to be made. 

On the other hand, the impatient Missionary Society 
that discontinhed all aid a the Syrians who seemed to be 
not S80 co-operative as they expected ,must recognize the 
powerlessness of a formula to effect any sudden change 
in a community,whose ways of thinking and feeling have 
been formed byfinf luenees operating through centuries of 
oppression, suffering,and Suspicion . 

A more sympathetic understanding between the 
Syrians and the Western Missionaries will be a great step 
towards the accomplismment of that task which the whole 
Christaan world finds it her duty and her privilege 


to fulfil,the task of Christianising India. 
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We have seen this Torch,that was probably Lit 


by St.Thomas,burning brightly for a time ,until the 
Portuguese Bia inn threatened to extinguish it;we have seen 
how It flared up again for a moment,and then almost 
succumbed to the Carmelite Cloud;when It was unexpectedly 
restored by a Dutch Breeze.From that time onwards the 
Torch has been steadily glowing.Caretakers ie arrived 
from the West again,this time not to put It out by a blast 
but to feed It with obnoxious oils.The West certainly 

has suitable 'oils' which will kindle the Torch again 
She flaming brightness;but experiment alone will indicate 
the right one. 

Tended carefully,this ancient Toreh may yet 
light up the still dark and gloomy corners of India.It 
has gleamed through her darkest days,stood her storms 
successfully,and still continues to glow in spite of 
brighter Lights all around.Though these latter may light 
up the places as long as they are there,darkness will 

prevail unles ge Native Light continues to burn there. 
For that purpose what best suited than this glowing Torch 
which may easily flare up again with some ‘oil. ? 

_And when one eguldides bic ovehe and. antiquity, 
and the strange,eventful history of this Spark of Christian 
Flame ,one wonders if Thehae not a greater mission to 
fulfil,than to spread the Flame through India? 
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APPENDIX. 
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1 Ue 


the miracle is this:St.thomas found several 
Nambudhiris bathing in a tank.He saw them occasionally 
throwing uo Manaus of water.He asked them whether they 
could throw up the water in such a way as to make the 
drops stay up tet da Denes expressed their inability 
and promised to follow the religion of the foreigner if 
he performed such a supernatural feat.St.Thomas then 
worked the miracle and the Nambudhiris accepted Christianity. 
B. | | 
l.in Madras there was atHamilton Bridge'.The people in 
course of: time,cormppted this into 'Ampitan' »oridge. 
Ampitan means*barber’?, Now the English name of the bridge 
is Barber's Bridge: 
so also Udiamperur became Diamper. 
‘Alapuza became Alleppey. 
Kollam became Quilon. 
Kaduthuruthi became sartarti. 
G. : 
1.Thomas Cana Plates. (Two Plates both missing since 
' 
1544 A.D.) 
Date.A.0.345.Admitted to be correct by all. 
Donor .Cheraman Perumal according to tradition, vocu- 
rangon,according to a Portuguese Version in a MS 
volume in the British Museum,dated 1604. 
Cocurangean means ‘his majesty the Chera Emperor'. 


Donee.thomas Cananeo,a merchant prince. 


Purport. 
1.fhomas is given the title of Cocurangon Cananeo, 


Ww 


wiich probably means ee vhera Emperor! S merchant. 
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Cotas s also given the city of Cranganorecand-a 
ngle close by, which he’ converts-into a town 


Jith 2 chureh and 62 houses. 

o.He is granted privilege of using 7 kinds of musical 
instruments,a palanoquin or an elephant as vehicle. 

4.'Dignity' is conferred upon him,probably the title 
of Maha pilla,son in law to the king. 

6.He and his followers, posterity,associates and 
relations,ie.,all Malabar Christians,are granted 
five kinds of taxes. 

Place .The document was exeeuted while the King was 
in Garnellur (Cranganore). 


2.Quilon Church Plates.Fascicle l. 
Date .880 A.Q. The 5th year of Sthanu Ravi. 
Donor Ayan,king of Venad roughly the southern portion 
of the present Travel 1core, 
Donee.The Tarisa (Orthodox Christian) Church built at 
Quilon in Travencore by Sabriso,(Sapor bishop 
woo refounded the city ‘of Quilon in 625 Aw. 


Purport. 
1.Four women of. the Ilava caste together with their 


eiesht children,and one family of the washerman 
caste are given to the Church for menial service. 

2.Thnese low caste people are exempted fwom paying 
certain taxes. 

3.The Church is made the custodban of the Steelyard 
ood Weights,whiich previously belonged to the king. 

4.Low castes given to the Church are allowed to 
go into Quilon Fort and the christian strests in 
sspite of being the polluted castes. 

5 wight of trying the cases of these castes given 
to the -Churen. 

o.All these have been granted at the instance of 
Sabriso. 

Place .Q@uilon in Travencore. 


Quilon Church Plate Fascicle ad. 

Date. 880 A.D.later than the previous. 

Donor .Ayan,king of Venad. 

Donees.1.The Quilon Church 2.The Quilon Jews 5.The 


Manigramam,ie.,the authorised’ leaders of the 
indeginious christians of Quilon who had been 


there when Sabriso came. 
Furport. 
1.Grants to the Church 
1.0ne ‘familyot ‘carpenters ,four of Vellalas and 
2two of another caste. 
2.exXtensive lands. 
3;Right of trying people in these land 
4,Protection of the Church by Venad militia. 


Ss 


5.Fee for weighing with iat haa eee huletat ea 
2.Remuneration to Jews and the Me. min leaders. 


1 .Remission of certain dues as ac as soe net 
of certain others, 
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ao heed of assessing customs duty on dutiable 

goods. 

) -Right of co-operating with Government in fixing 
prices of goo@s,and in all other business of the 
king.(commercial) . 

4.Seventytwo other privileges,mostly social. 

5.Privilege of keeping in custody the daily collection 
of customs duty. 

6.Right of withholding the above money and the 
weighing fee until any wrongs done to them are 
redressed. 

7.Right of trying their own cases. 

8.Privilege of occupying Quilon as tenents. 


3.Iravi Kortan's Plate. . 
Date.250 A.D.According to tradition,and Astronomy. 
1320 A.D. According to Kielhorn. 

Donor .Veera Raghava Chakravarti. 

Donee. Iravi Kortan of Cranganore,'Lord of “the 
city' with the grandiose title,"The Chera 
king's Great Merchant Supreme in the Whole 
World®. 

Purport.1.Iravi Kortan is given the office of 

nigramam,very probably the headship of 

Cranganore merchants. 

2 oceveral social privileges. 

3.Monopoly of the over-land and sea-borne trade 

4.Al1l other merchants and the five artisan 
Classes are made subservient to him. 

5.He is allowed brokerage on all sorts of 
goods and also customs dutx on some. 

6.His children and grandchildren and their 
descendents can enjoy these as a hereditable 
possession. 

Place. Cranganore. 


The date of this plate has been separately fixed 
by astrologers and astronomers in South India as 230 A.D. 


=i ale Ke) 
The Syrian Church in Malabar 


This title was preceded by 
Recreation as an integral part of the program of religious 
education 
The excavations at Tel Hum 


And is continued by 
Social transformations wrought by Christianity in China 
The Modern Church and social problems 
Slavery in the Early Christian Church 


Search by above titles on archive.org to 
continue reading this collection of Pacific 
School of Religion Theses from 1930 
call number Thesis Cage 1930 v.1 


